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BELLEVILLE 


In the Harbour Pointe category in the City of Belleville Holiday Decorating Contest, 


winner was the Luke Family at 234 Harbour Pointe Dr. 
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In the Mobile Home Parks category of the Belleville Holiday Decorating Contest, winner 


was the Morin Family, 77 Carmell. Independent photos by Bob Mytych 


EARLY DEADLINES 


Wr À | Due to the upcoming 


merry Christmas Day Holiday, ALL 
CASTAS 


ads must be submitted by 
4 p.m. Friday, 12/21/18. 
Classified advertising deadline 
is Noon Monday, 
12/24/18. 
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In the Victoria Commons category in the City of Belleville Holiday Decorating Contest, 
winner was Ronald and Donna Adkins, 461 Waterbury. 
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In the “Balance of Belleville” category of the 2018 Belleville Holiday Decorating Contest, 
winner was Susan Johnson, 365 High St. 


In the Business category of the Belleville Holiday Decorating contest, winner was Kelly 
Connors Johnson at Belleville Bariatrics, 159 Main St. 
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WILLIS FEED MILL 
Michigan Made Products 


e Dog and Cat Food 

e Wild Bird and Squirrel Food 
e Certified Organic Products 
e Hay and Straw « Poultry Food 
e Horse and Livestock Feed 


10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan 


(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton) 


re doping vin oo mA) 2SdUo7UUU wilisfeed@att.net 


to seeing you soon. 
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CHIMNEYS BUILT - 
REPAIRED & CLEANED 


SCREENS INSTALLED 
TUCK POINTING 
ROOFING & GUTTERS 
RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL 
VIOLATIONS CORRECTED 
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LICENSED ¢ INSURED 
ie LIC # 40800 


E 
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ie SAVINGS. 
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SER VING BELLEVILLE & 
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 


www.bestchimneyandroofing.com 


134-262-2992 


a per axle) 


Not valid with any other See store for details. Not 
offer. ge valid with any other offer. 
With Coupon Only. With Coupon Only. 


10625 BELLEVILLE RD. 
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


Includes synthetic blend up to 5 quarts, 
filter, 25 point inspection, battery test, 
coolant test, etc. *By appointment only. 
Add a tire rotation for an additional $10. 
d 


10625 BELLEVILLE RD. 
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


* 


Come In And See Marty With 
Your Best Written Price Today! 


*Some Tire Sizes/Styles Not Available. 


DFERIMEWARRANTVION 
BRAKERADSISIBRAKESHOES! 


FOR ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT COUPONS, VISIT WWW. EXPRESSTIRE( CON] A 


E ARD 


Hours: 
Monpay - Fripay 
BRIDGESTONE T, 


THE NEXT REVOLUTION IN TIRES 7:30 a.m. - 
Ano Many Orner Tire Branos Saturpays 


Ino 
ar Comperirive Prices 7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111 
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10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 


OVER $300 w/AD* SPECIALIZING IN LARGE AND Hazarpous RemovaLs 
w 


PROFESSIONAL 
TREE SERVICE 


24 Hr. EmerGcency SERVICE 
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL 
Stump & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL 
CRANE SERVICE * FIREWOOD 
FuLLY INsuRED ° FREE ESTIMATES 
Senior Citizen Discount 
EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA 
Call Tom (313) 670-1667 
10% OFF MENTION AD 


Call Joe (734) 664-9285 


Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming 
Tree Pruning ° Brush Removal 
Stump Grinding ° Firewood 


Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts 
No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small 


TNTTREE.COM 
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE. 


soldbymiket@yahoo.com 
/CALL ME TODAY! 


***** BUYING/SELLING***** 
e Foreclosure — Call me before you lose your home! Timing 
is Everything! Hard money loans to help keep your home! 
e Hunting Property Wanted (Lease) Anywhere in Michigan! 
e Walking away from your home? I'll give you 
e Land Contracts... 3 to 5 year Financing! (terms and conditions apply) 
e I’ve closed hundreds of properties, let me help you Buy/Sell! 


Residential / Commercial / Vacant Land / Multi-Family 

SAVE YOUR CREDIT AND YOUR HOUSE / I have Anywhere in Michigan!!! 
“I will deal directly with your bank and their attorney” 

Talk Directly to Mike........ 734-320-4444 


GOT AN OLD FURNACE? 


Keep Your Home 
Comfortable This Winter 
With A New Humidifier! 


Turn to the Experts: 
HEATING & COOLING - SALES & SERVICE 


299 INDUSTRIAL DR. 
SUITE A, BELLEVILLE 


Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 


BELLEVILLE CO-OP 


For over 73 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide 


the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 


575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 


Call leasing today to 
schedule a tour 
734-699-8676 
M-W-F gam-Noon 


Subsidized rent 


e 100% Smoke free campus e 

e Individual heating & cooling e On-site laundry 

e Emergency in-unit pull cords e Transportation available 
Interested? Call: 


(800) 593-3052 


ToD (800) 348-7011 ff 


www.csi.coop 
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SECOND FRONT PAGE 


District Library Board approves contract negotiations for RFID 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

The Belleville Area District Library 
Board approved entering into contract 
negotiations with Envisionware for Radio 
Frequency ID equipment for the new 
library now under construction. 

At the board’s regular meeting on Dec. 
11, Library Director Mary Jo Suchy 
explained that three vendors gave quotes 
and Envisionware is recommended. She 
said the RFID provides for self-checkout 
and anti-theft security. She said it speeds 
up checkout and six books at one time in a 
pile can be checked out. 

Suchy said that details have to be worked 
out about how many self-check stations to 
have and the design of the gates. 

All three of the vendors giving quotes 
were recommended by The Library 
Network’s Technology Committee. Quote 
from Bibliotheca was $62,102 - $90,052; 
from TechLogic, $92,710 - $98,854; and 
Envisionware, $65,212 - $74,207. All 
the quotes did not include the credit card 
terminal fee, which is about $450 per year. 

Suchy said the quotes were for three 
self-check stations and now they are 
considering four. 

Suchy also said, although it is not in 
the budget, they also requested estimates 
for a three-bin and a five-bin automated 
materials handling (AMH) system. She 
said it is not necessary to purchase the 
AMH system from the same vendor that 
provides the RFID, but it is helpful to do 
SO. 

She said if they decide to purchase an 
AMH system, she would recommend a 
five-bin system. She said prices fluctuate 
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LaChelle Reed Caver shows off the plaque 
given to her by the Belleville Area District 
Library Board at her last meeting of the 
board after four years of service. She 
served as secretary to the board and did 
not run for reelection. She is a resident of 
Sumpter Township. 


depending on how many intake areas the 
system has (such as outside drop off, inside 
drop off, staff room drop off), as well as 
whether the bins are electronic or spring 
loaded. 

“I recommend an outside and inside 
drop-off point,’ Suchy said in a written 
report to the board. “The staff can use the 
inside drop and do not need a separate 
staff drop off. Prices from the vendors 
range from $70,000 (for a five-bin, one 
induction point, not including shipping and 
installation, to $154,000.” 

She said they keep going back and forth 
on whether to buy the automated material 
handling system and they need to decide 
by January so the architect can change his 
design a little to make way for it. 

Suchy said she is hoping to double the 
circulation of the library with the new 
building, to 350,000 or 400,000. She said 
that materials handling equipment would 
cost from $100,000 to $150,000 to install. 

Board members told her to pursue the 
project and bring information back to them 
at their Jan. 8 meeting. It was suggested 
she contact other libraries that have similar 
equipment for their comments. 

According to the director’s report, 
circulation for this fiscal year, 2018/19, 
was 76,001 through November. 

During its 55-minute meeting on Dec. 11, 
the board also: 

e Accepted an envelope containing more 
than $1,000 from Van Buren Township 
Trustee Reggie Miller, who said the money 
came from private donations from the 
seven VBT board members — and no tax 
money involved. This donation qualifies 
the township board to be on the Donor Wall 
in the new library, which recognizes those 
making donations of $1,000 or more. This 
money is to restore amenities that were cut 
when the construction costs exceeded the 
budget; 

e Approved a 3% salary increase for 
Director Suchy, following a personnel 
evaluation by the board. LaChelle Reed 
Caver, board secretary and chairperson of 
the personnel committee, reported that all 
the board members filled out evaluation 
forms that had possible ratings of 1-6, 
with six being outstanding. Caver said 
Suchy scored from “above average” 
to “outstanding” in all categories. Her 
highest rating was in “applied library 
knowledge.” The motion was made with 
the understanding she has to take the raise 
(which she shared with employees her 
first year) and that she has to stay off the 
roof, where she has gone in the past to 
try to fix the leaks. “We have challenged 
her this year and she covered everything 
well, especially the finances,” said board 
chairperson Sharon Peters; 

e Heard a building committee report 


from architect Dan Whisler, who said the 
committee met three times since the last 
board meeting. He said they are making 
changes for lighting fixtures, that are 
restorations to the former cuts. He said 


the scaffolding is down from the south 
stair tower and they will start on the north 
stair tower on Dec. 14 or 17. The structural 
steel is now scheduled to begin delivery on 
Dec. 27. Whisler said O’ Neal Construction 


is still chasing after Comcast because 
Comcast wires are across the site where 
the scaffolding will be going up. AT&T 
is “out of our hair,” he said. He said the 
museum was disconnected by mistake 
at one point. Whisler also said they had 
placed sample child and teen furniture at 
the present library for the staff and library 
users to use and evaluate. Peters said at one 
(continued on page 17) 
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Marine M/Sgt. Jeffrey Clark attended the Dec. 9 VFW Christmas party to pick up the 
Toys for Tots donations members and friends had brought to the party. M/Sgt. Clark said 
he will be taking the toys to Motts Children’s Hospital at the University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor. At center is VFW Commander Robert Krouse. At right is Polish Legion 
of American Veterans Commander George Kennedy. It was announced the Belleville 
VFW/PLAV post will start doing the monthly bingos again at the Ann Arbor Veterans 
Administration Hospital. 


Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Commander Robert Krouse, left, presented Van Buren 
Township Police Officer Ryan Bidwell with a gift in gratitude for the handicapped ramp 
he constructed at the front of the VFW Post on Bemis Road to replace the one that had 
deteriorated. Bidwell said he has another volunteer project at the rear of the building 
that he plans to complete in the spring. The presentation was Dec. 9 during the post’s 
Christmas party. 
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EXTRA THINGS | KNOW 


Editorial 
Good intentions get 
tangled up in VBT 


After the Van Buren Township regular 
meeting ended Tuesday night, we talked 
with Supervisor Kevin McNamara about 
his latest controversy — this one about 
pensions. (See page 10.) McNamara said 
that he and Trustee Martin had the 10% 
pension contribution from the township 
just like Trustees Frazier and White, but he 
and Martin didn’t think it was a big deal 
and didn’t want to raise it to 12% because 
it would increase their own compensation. 

McNamara said they thought it wasn’t 
right to raise their own compensations, but 
when they found out it was not legal to 
have different rates, there was no question 
they had to raise the 10% to 12%. 

Under the employee manual adopted 
March 4, 2014, it was stated those already 
elected got 12% but newly elected officials 
would get 10% because that’s what it 
appeared the state decreed. Later, the state 
changed the rules and the 12% for all 
would be good and actually paying them 
differently was not legal. 

McNamara said he didn’t want to raise 
his own compensation because it didn’t 
seem right. Then, he had to. Two trustees 
said they didn’t understand why he didn’t 
change the rates two years ago when he 
saw they were different. 

We think McNamara had good intentions 
that weren’t explained clearly which led to 
two trustees feeling he didn’t want them 
to have equality with the other trustees 
because he didn’t like them. Maybe he 
doesn’t, but we don’t think he tried to cheat 
them out of anything. 
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We want to thank everyone who brought in 
toys for the annual Toys for Tots drive that 
we take part in. It’s actually my son Jim’s 
project. He makes arrangements with the 
Marine Reserve and puts up the collection 
boxes and the posters. This year there were 
more toys than ever before at this location 
and we are amazed and grateful. Everyone 
worked together to get these toys ready and 
the generosity was over the top. 

When the Marine Reserve volunteer came 
to pick up the toys on Friday afternoon, he 
told us the J&T Pub and Grub restaurant 
toys had just been stolen. Two men, who 
had been with two women who ate at the 
restaurant, announced they were from Toys 
for Tots and stole all the toys. 

The Marine said he was filing a police 
report. He said there had been other such 
incidents in Livonia this year. Can’t even 
imagine what could bring someone to steal 
from kids who are in need. 

EK 

While we were waiting for the Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees to come out of 
closed-door session on Monday, those of 
us waiting talked about interesting topics. 

The Independent had received a news 
release saying the pedestrian walkway over 
I-94 along Belleville Road was open. But it 
really isn’t. You can walk on it, but it has 
yet to be declared open by the Michigan 
Department of ‘Transportation. When 
MDOT turns it over to VBT, then it’s open. 

Also, the big VBT logo that will be on 
the walkway over the freeway hasn’t been 
installed yet because the DDA got a notice 
that the supports aren’t the right color and 
they can’t install the logo until after the 
supports are painted. It’s kinda the wrong 
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time of year for painting, so the logo 
probably won’t go up until spring, when 
the landscaping will be put in place. 

The VBT board planned to approve 
purchase of a $38,448.90 John Deere 
vehicle with a blade to keep the pedestrian 
pathway cleared of snow, as it has agreed 
to do with the MDOT. The ATV they have 
now with the snowblower is not good to 
use because you can’t blow snow on I-94 
to clear the path or on Belleville Road, 
either, we’re told 

xokk 

Before Monday’s work/study started, 
Supervisor McNamara said that the 
township has been informed it has a grant 
of $300,000 from the DEQ for the Iron 
Belle Trail construction. He said they 
plan to build the biking/hiking trail from 
Edgemont Street in the City of Belleville 
along East Huron River Drive to Riggs 
Heritage Park at Martinsville. 

I asked him if it ever going to connect 
with the trail that ends at the Huron Clinton 
Metropark and he said it has to. 

He said future plans call for running the 
trail through Riggs Park south and then to 
Martinsville Road. It can’t cross railroad 
tracks, so it will stop at the railroad track 
on Martinsville and then begin again on the 
other side of the tracks. (I’m not making 
this up.) 

Then it will go through Country Walk 
subdivision and head south to Bemis Road 
and then into the Metropark at the Bemis 
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...By Rosemary K. Otzman 


entrance. I’m assuming he plans to take 
it under the power lines from Savage to 
Bemis. He didn’t specify the route. 

The township had a grant that it spent 
on outlining a different route from the 
Metropark entrance at Haggerty/East 
Huron River Drive over ai 
the Huron River on a 
very old, abandoned 
bridge and then through 
the front yards of people 
(who didn’t like the 
idea) along East Huron 
River Drive heading 
into Belleville. Most of 
that route seems to have been abandoned. 

We’ll have to wait for more information 
on the Iron Belle Trail. It’s a state project 
that goes from Belle Isle winding through 


Michigan to Iron Mountain. 


We’ ve been informed a Dollar Tree store 
is coming to Belle Park Plaza in 2019. 
Belle Park Plaza is where the Secretary of 
State used to be located. 

We’ve got another dollar store at 
Industrial Park Drive, just down Sumpter 
Road, and two Dollar Trees in Van Buren 
Township — one on Belleville Road and 
one on Rawsonville Road. Wonder if one 


of the Dollar Trees is moving. 
kkk 
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HALL RENTAL AVAILABLE 


THE FAMILY FRATERNITY 


Columbia Court 
Apartments 


275 W. Columbia © Belleville 


For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only. 
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older 
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply 
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences 
Affordable Housing + Sec 8-202 


Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants 


Loyal Order of Moose + Women of the Moose * Moose Legion 


Belleville Family Center # 934 
45476 Harris Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 
bellevillemoose.com 

moose934@ yahoo.com 


Weekday & Weekend Rates 


Bartending Service Provided - 
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff! 


Free Wi-Fi Hotspot! 


734-325-7799 


Members & Qualified Guests 


“The word ‘tradition’ covered it all, as 
it covered so many things, some useful, 
some foolish.” 

— Isaac Asimov 


“Never go backward. Attempt, and do it with 
all your might. Determination is power.” 


-- Charles Simmons 


BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER 
Attorney At Law 

BILLIE JO M. TAYLOR 

Of Counsel 

321 Main Street 

Belleville, Michigan 48111 

(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177 


Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc. 
Criss, Wilmarth & Parr 


Certified Public Accountants 


Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA 


Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals 
Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements 
Payroll Services 
Business and Personal Tax Returns 


Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation 


Visit our website 
www. bellevilletaxservices.com 


Call Us Today! 
(734) 697-8000 


152 Main Street 
(in The Professional Building) 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Quickbooks Training and Support 


All major credit cards accepted 
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Random thoughts on 
coats, water park, etc. 


To the editor: 

Some random thoughts here at Christmas. 
A couple of letters in the Independent last 
week got my attention. One questioned the 
wisdom of taxpayers buying coats for the 
supervisor and board. After all, they get 
cold, too. 

The other was about some water park 
being built. I don’t know anyone that will 
use it. I’m 80 years old, so what do I know. 

Got the repair bill for my old car. Damage 
done on these old country mud roads. Got 
my winter tax bill about the same time. 
Both cost about the same. 

Stopped at Mike’s Pro Hardware here 
in town. Easy in and out, but no candy or 
chips to buy. 

Looks like the pedestrian bridge over the 
expressway is done. So far, I’ve only seen 
one person cross it. Hope they felt safe. 

Went to Detroit Saturday night. Haven’t 
seen so many people in a long time -- lined 
up for carriage rides, ice skating, shopping, 
eating out, just having a good time. Went up 
Woodward past the new ice arena. Stopped 
at the Whitney. It was packed. Had dessert. 
Very enjoyable evening with family. 

Hope you get a chance to go down over 
the holidays. Thanks for reading and 
have a Merry Christmas — and, God Bless 
America. 


Mickey Widener 
Van Buren Township 


Guiding Harbor 
celebrates 60 years here 


To the editor: 

Foster parents open their heart and homes 
to children in need. We are lucky to have 
many foster families in the area who give 
love and support to children of all ages, 
from infants through teens. 

Thanks to the generosity of Joyce and 
Walter Rochowiak of Garden Fantasy 
Greenhouse and an anonymous donor, 
we were able to give our foster families, 
as well as our Girlstown residence and 
Guiding Harbor office building, beautiful 
evergreen wreaths for the holidays, as a 
thank you for all they do to improve the 
lives of children and families. 

Guiding Harbor is celebrating our 60" 
anniversary, first opening Girlstown in 


" Belleville Community Band ~ 
Christmas Concert 


Friday, December 21° 


429° 7:30 p.m. EER 


Belleville First United 
Methodist Church 
417 Charles Street 

Belleville 
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1958 and adding foster care in 1989. We 
appreciate all the support the Belleville 
community has given the agency 
throughout the years. 

If Independent readers have been thinking 
of becoming foster parents, and would 
like more information, they can contact 
Guiding Harbor at (734) 697-7242 or go 
to our website at guidingharbor.org . Our 
next foster parent orientation is scheduled 
for Jan. 9, 2019. 


Linda Clayton, president 
Guiding Harbor Board of Directors 


2019 Belleville Museum 
calendars on sale 


To the editor: 

Have a History Buff on your list? Our 
2019 Belleville Area Historical Society 
calendar featuring “History of the 
Belleville Area District Library,” is on sale 
at several locations for only $5 throughout 
the Tri-community including: Sumpter 
Ace Hardware, Sumpter Township 
Hall, Belleville City Hall, Belleville 
Pro Hardware, Van Buren Township 
Treasurer’s office, Belleville Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Garden Fantasy 
on Main, and the Belleville Area District 
Library. 

You may also find Christmas 
ornaments, museum and Retro Belleville 
t-shirts, vintage postcards, tumblers, 
water bottles and cozies, as well as 
the third edition of “WATER UNDER 
THE BRIDGE: A History of Van Buren 
Township,” on sale for $35, regularly $45 
at The BAM. We will be open through 
Dec. 21. 

The museum’s remaining holiday hours 
are Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday: 3-7 
p.m. and Thursday, noon to 4 p.m. We 
will be closed Dec. 22-Feb. 1 while we 
clean up for the holidays. For additional 
information, please call the museum at 
(734) 697-1944. 


Katie Dallos, director 
Belleville Area Museum 


Mickens, Sanders 
led the pajama drive 


To the editor: 

This year Karen Mickens and Lettie 
Sanders led the community to provide 
pajamas to all the residents at Cedar 
Woods Assisted Living. All the pajamas 
were wrapped by volunteers at the church 
Abundant Life and Sumpter Senior Center. 

Special thanks to all the generous 
donations and support from our community 
and leaders. 

Merry Christmas to all the volunteers. 
You Rock! 


Mary Ann Watson 
Sumpter Senior Center 


One Call Does It All... 


... At the Independent 
699-9020 
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Edward Monroe Sikes 


EDWARD MONROE SIKES 

(October 26, 1923 — December 10, 2018) 
Edward Monroe Sikes, age 95, long-time 
resident of Sumpter Township, Belleville, MI, 
passed away Monday, December 10, 2018 
at home. He was born October 26, 1923 in 
Fredericktown, Missouri, son of Robert Howard 
& Florence (Smallen) Sikes. 

Mr. Sikes worked for Sinclair Oil for many 
years as a fuel oil truck driver. He also worked 
for Van Buren Public Schools in maintenance 
and retired after more than 20 years of loyal 
service. He was a hard worker who enjoyed 
home repairs. He could fix anything, cars, bikes, 
and loved building his children’s toys. He grew 
up working on a farm and even built a tractor! 
Edward is survived by six children: Edward 
(Janet) Sikes of Kissimmee, FL, Sharon 
Romanowski of Belleville, MI, Donna Sikes of 
Allen Park, MI, Joe (Linda) Sikes of Indiana, 
Patty Bakos of Tennessee and Bob (Linda) 
Sikes of Northern Michigan; 11 grandchildren, 
17 great-grandchildren, five sisters: Wanda 
Williams of Fredericktown, MO, Nora Killian 
of Arizona, Elsie (Hershel) Berry of St. 
Charles, MO, Lillie Berry of Fredericktown, 
MO and Esther (Don) Carroll of Charlotte, 
NC; also numerous nieces, nephews, extended 
family and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, also 
one sister Mildred Condrey. 

Visitation was Thursday, December 13, 5-7 PM 
and Friday, December 14, 10-11 AM with an 
11:00 AM Funeral at David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 
48111 (734) 697-4500. Pastor Joe Kennedy 
officiated. Interment was in Hillside Cemetery, 
Belleville, MI. 

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested 
donations to Arbor Hospice & Home Care. 


JANICE E. PORTERFIELD 

(June 18, 1924 — December 13, 2018) 

Janice Elizabeth Porterfield, age 94, died on 
Thursday, December 13, 2018 at her home in 
Ypsilanti. She was born in Britton, MI, second 
oldest daughter of 11 children of Harold and 
Leah (Palmer) Craig. 

Janice was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband Leroy, daughter Linda Keehl, son 
Harold, grandson Terry, two sisters Geraldine 
Keran and Virginia Wells, and brothers Dale, 
Oliver, and Charles. 

She is survived by her daughter Janice Kus 
of Ypsilanti; sisters Isabelle Craig, Dorothy 
Bunek, Catherine Jones, and Phyllis Perry; 11 
grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

She will be remembered for her skill at 
embroidery and passing on many of her works 
to friends and family. 

There will be a memorial service in the summer. 
The family is grateful to Hospice of Heartland. 
They were all incredibly caring. 


Things to do in the 
Belleville area... 


e Thursday, Dec. 20 — This is the last 
day of the Belle Noel Tree Festival at the 
Belleville Area Museum. The museum 
is open from noon until 4 p.m. today. 
Admission is $2 for adults; $1 children. 
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e Saturday, Dec. 22 — Santa is coming 
to the Yankee Air Museum at Willow Run 
Airport by helicopter and will land about 
11 am. The museum opens at 10 a.m. 
and children have free admittance all day. 
Adults are admitted free until 11:30 a.m. 
Since his reindeer have to rest until the big 
day, Santa is using a helicopter. 

e Sunday, Dec. 23 — No music at 
September Days Senior Center. Closed. 


© Estate Planning @ Probate © Cuminal Law 
o Family Law © Property Law 
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ngela Nettro & Co. Real Estate 


734-697-6655 


Fax: (734) 697-3531 
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112 


\ “Real Eatate with Real Service” 


EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net 
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com 
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Greg's Cell (734) 740-1899 


Gina's Cell (734) 740-1877 
fax (734) 484-0300 
Greg@Drake-Jordan.com 


Gina@Drake-Jordan.com- 


Save 80% on DIVORCE 


You can have confidence with CS&R 


NEAL ROBSON 


we have been proudly providing quality service since 1992 
You can have confidence with CS&R DIVORCE and DISABILITY 
- Proudly Proving Quality Service since 1992! 


- Judges have said our Social Security Briefs are the "best they have read" 


QUIT CLAIM DEEDS 
POWER OF ATTORNEY / WILLS 


MOTIONS 
ELIMINATE BACK CHILD SUPPORT 


semieo 
MICHANICS 


C5 


OUR PRICE IS AFFORDABLE! OUR SERVICE MAKES US THE BEST! 
WITH OUR DIVORCE SERVICE YOU DON'T GET A CONFUSING INSTRUCTION 


SHEET - 


WE GET IT DONE!! 


CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY 734-425-1074 


28473 WARREN ROAD, GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 (located in the MERCEDES PLAZA) 
WEBSITE: www.CSRdisability.com 


IMPORT AND DOMESTIC 


Burhop’s Collision 


Bopy AND FENDER REPAIR 
COMPLETE GLASS INSTALLATION 


(734) 699-3641 
FAX: (734) 699-3856 


112 Davis St. 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Towing Available 
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m. 


Hours Mon - Fri 
8am - 5pm 


DUANE DETLOR, CIC 


e Sunday, Dec. 30 — No music at 
September Days Senior Center. Closed. 

e Monday, Dec. 31 — Rock in the New 
Year! Celebrate at the Van Buren Eagles, 
9961 Beck Rd., with the band Second 
Wind. Catered buffet dinner at 6:30 
p.m., band starts at 8:30. Pizza served at 
midnight. Tickets are $25. Order tickets 
online at foe3993.com, come in and buy 
tickets at the bar, or call Ginger Bruder at 
(734) 461-2498. 


JOE'S APPLIANCES 


WE SELL USED 

APPLIANCES! 

aa PA ly Pick-up & Delivery 
In-Home Service Calls Too! 


(734) 697-3206 


Bemis Road @ Savage Roads 


BASIC OBEDIENCE & TRAINING CLASSES 
FORMING NOW! CALL 734-449-4513 


Where Pets 


734-461-9458 
Visit us @ 
fmari1.org 
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ROBSON BUILDERS 


LICENSED & INSURED 
BUILDING & HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


(734) 699-3185 
FREE ESTIMATES 


WE’RE AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS! 


Owner 
Randy Martin 


Martin & Son 


Auto Repair 
734-697-7765 


401 Sumpter Rd 
Belleville MI 48111 


INSURA 


t 
ag Fifth Stree 
Belleville, Mi 48111 


Fax 734-697-7939 
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Prom Our Family To Yours! 
Daud C. Broun Funeral Tome 


460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 
(734) 697-4500 


David = Brown, Manager œ Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director 


Ņ 


Complete Line of Monuments & Markers. 
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com 
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Higgerson & Neal 
Funeral Home 


Continuing A 86 Year Belleville Tradition Since 1932 


Bryan R. Hajciar, 
Manager 


209 Main Street 
Belleville, Michigan 48111 


ae % 734-697-9400 
“VISIT US AT WWW.HNFHOME.COM 


HIGGERSON & NEAL 


Funeral Hone 


ROBERTS BROTHERS cr HAPE 


734 - 482 - 6000 
320 N. Washington ° Ypsilanti, MI 


JAN OJWIAK 
FUNERAL HOME 
WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST 


734 - 699 - 6000 
19865 Sumpter Road ° Belleville, MI 


janowiakfuneralhome.com 


Funeral Service 


Funeral Service with Burial with Cremation to Follow 


Service Charge oes $4,790.00 Service Charge ou... $4,730.00 
Casket 5 colors made in U.S.A. ..... $1,350.00 Ceremonial Rental Casket............... $1,095.00 
a coeckiceert ee ee x ERP ecg $700.00 Register Book Package .................05 $140.00 
Register Book Package ........................ $140.00 Crematory .ceeege enana an $160.00 
SEL oroar EA A a EA $6,980.00 Total e t i N e E $6,125.00 
Same Day Service 0.0.0... $6,485.00 Same Day Service «0.0.00... $5,630.00 


Simplified Includes arrangement conference, 


local transportation, crematory, 


cremation container, 


Cremation 


$1,695 


Service Charges to include Basic Service of Funeral Director and Staff, Embalming, Other Preparation 
of Body, Visitation at Funeral Home or Other Facility, Funeral Service at Funeral Home or Other Facility, 
Transfer to Funeral Home 30 mile radius, Hearse and Service Vehicle. Website Obituary and Video Tribute. 
Other charges may include sales tax, cemetery charges, cremation authorization, newspaper notices. 


website obituary 


and video tribute. 


an 


Bonnie Lou Pinter 


BONNIE LOU PINTER 

(December 4, 1943 — December 14, 2018) 
Bonnie Lou Pinter, age 75, long-time resident of 
Belleville, MI, passed away Friday, December 
14, 2018 at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Ann 
Arbor, MI. She was born December 4, 1943 in 
Ypsilanti, MI, daughter of Grant Basil & Betty 
Ann (Dunk) Oelke. 

Bonnie graduated from Belleville High School 
with the class of 1961. She worked as a teller 
for NBD in Belleville for a few years and then 
enjoyed providing an In-Home Day Care for 
many families in the community. She loved 
children. Her grandchildren were everything 
to her. She also worked at Pinters Flowerland, 
Belleville, as a grower, and enjoyed growing 
many different types of flowers. Bonnie loved 
being outdoors. She enjoyed mowing her lawn, 
gardening and keeping a modest home. She was 
a hard worker who always gave 100%. She also 
cherished time spent at their cabin in Lovells, 
MI. Most of all, she loved her grandchildren. 
Mrs. Pinter is survived by her husband Harry 
“Doc” Pinter, three children: Lisa Pinter of 
Kalamazoo, MI, Scott (Jackie) Pinter of South 
Lyon, MI and Linsey (Dan) Reott of Ypsilanti, 
MI; 6 grandchildren: Samantha (Stuart) Budge, 
Jenna, Lily, Levi and Lanie Pinter and Daniel 
Reott; 3  great-grandchildren: Charlotte, 
Madeline and Rowen, and two more on-the- 
way; her mother Betty Ann Oelke of Ypsilanti, 
MI, brother Robert (Sharon) Oelke of Adrian, 
MI, two sisters Bette (Jack) Burgett of Atlanta, 
MI and Brenda Ery of Tecumseh, MI, also 
numerous nieces, nephews, extended family 
and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her father Grant 
B. Oelke, niece Tammy Pinter, father-in-law 
Harry Pinter, mother-in-law Ethel Pinter, and 
two brothers-in-law Ronald and Joseph Pinter. 
Visitation was 3-7 PM Wednesday, December 
19, 2018 with a 7:00 PM Funeral Service at 
David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron 
River Dr., Belleville, MI (734) 697-4500. 
Interment was in Hillside Cemetery, Belleville, 
MI. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
American Heart Association or St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital and would be 
appreciated. 


STEPHEN ‘STEVE’ EDWARD SCHARP 
(October 12, 1966 — December 10, 2018) 

Age 52, of Sumpter Township. Survived by 
son Stephen and daughter Brittney; parents 
Gene and Shirley Scharp; brother Keith; 
grandchildren; nephews. Service was Dec. 14 
at David C. Brown Funeral Home, Belleville. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com 


More Obituaries 


on page 6 
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Darlene Elizabeth 
Robinson 


DARLENE ELIZABETH ROBI 

(September 15, 1957— December 17, 2018) 
Darlene Elizabeth Robinson was born 
September 15, 1957, eighteen minutes before 
her twin sister Sharlene, in Ypsilanti, MI. She 
passed away December 17, 2018 in Easley, SC. 
She was the seventh of nine children born 
to Lester Martin, Sr., and Othella (Walker) 
Williams. Darlene was preceded in death by her 
parents and brother Gaylord Vincent Williams. 
She was a 1975 graduate of Lincoln High 
School. 

She is survived by her husband James 
Carson Robinson; four children James, Jr., 
Bettina, Cecilia, and Desirae Robinson; five 
grandchildren; seven brothers and sisters 
LaDonna Williams, Lester (Beverly) Williams, 
Jr., Stanley (Carol) Williams, Sr., Marsha 
(Danny) Nash, David (Sally) Williams, Sharlene 
Cobb and Sheila Coley; 89 nieces and nephews, 
cousins, aunts, uncles and friends. 


FLORENCE MARY GOLDWATER 
(September 16, 1942 — December 15, 2018) 
Florence Mary Goldwater, age 76, long- 
time Belleville area resident, passed away 
Saturday, December 15, 2018 at St. Joseph 
Mercy Hospital, Ann Arbor, MI. She was born 
September 16, 1942 in Detroit, MI, daughter of 
Thomas Raymond & Mary Dorothy (Penscik) 
Leithead, Sr. 

Mrs. Goldwater drove a school bus for Van 
Buren Public Schools for five years, then for 
Canton Public Schools for 20 years, before 
retiring. She loved spending time with her 
grandchildren and reading. 

She is survived by daughter Terri Goldwater 
of Belleville, MI; two sons Ron (Hilda 
Mendoza Iglesias) Goldwater of Wyoming, 
MI and Robert Goldwater of Belleville, MI; 
three grandchildren Maria, Joshua and Ian 
Goldwater; one brother Thomas Leithead of 
Ypsilanti, MI; two sisters Mary Nutbourne of 
Arizona and Janet Nutbourne; also, numerous 
nieces, nephews, extended family and friends. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, also 
her husband Gary Lewis Goldwater in 1996. 

A Memorial Service will be Saturday, December 
22,2018 at 2:00 PM at David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 
(734) 697-4500. The family will greet guests 
from 1-2 PM. Interment will be in Woodmere 
Cemetery, Detroit, MI. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
American Cancer Society and would be 
appreciated. 
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More Letters 


Bethany concert will be 
long remembered 


To the editor: 

“The King is Here,” a Christmas Worship 
Musical: The Bethany Bible Church 
concert that will be long remembered by so 
many friends, family, and neighbors of our 
tri-community, and beyond. 

On both Saturday, Dec. 15, and Sunday, 
Dec. 16, upon invitation, we came together 
to hear the truth: “The King Has Come, 
Christ: Lord and King is born for you.” 
This is the true biblical message of love. 
God is Love. Christ the baby is Lord of all! 

We sat listening and watching in awe, 
expressed in vocal and instrumental music, 
the true meaning of CHRISTmas. With 
a heartfelt, sincere appreciation for the 
countless, devoted efforts of the 40-voice 
choir under the direction of John Losen, 
Jr. and thanks also to special narration by 
Beth Swicker. Adding to, and very much 
appreciated, were the little children’s 
voices, so beautifully expressed with both 
wonder and vigor. As a child — in their eyes 
and hearts, we adults are witness to the 
unobstructed innocence and true meaning 
of CHRISTmas! Many thanks to the 
parents, families and friends of the singing 
“little ones.” 

As is true in this, as well as all previous 
concerts, there are so many people to 
thank. I always think of the “background/ 
behind the scenes” people, without whom 
the “message” could be muted: The audio, 
visual and lighting effects, the many 
“kitchen/serving” hands, as well as the 
“clean-up/prep squads” (before and after). 

An old saying: “Many hands make light 
the work,” so true and appreciated by a 
grateful community. 

Merry CHRISTmas and GOD bless 
America. 


(Mrs.) Ruth E. Bleeker 
Belleville 


One Call Does It All... 
... At the Independent 
699-9020 


Credit Problems? Bankruptcy? 
NO PROBLEM 


We can design a system and budget plan just for you. 


"G F Installed 
N 9 urnace installe 


Don’t Buy A Furnace Until 


Awe 
COMFORT SYSTEMS: waatingwin $ 


Your HEATING & CooLinGc FamMiLy 


Have You Been Turned 
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP! 
180 Days Same As Cash 


Furnace Installed 


HIGH $ SUPER HIGH 
as low as $1075 EFFICIENCY 8 low as 1650 EFFICIENCY 


10 year parts and labor 

For Free Estimates, Call 
(313) 381-2800 $F 
0740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180 == 
FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 38 YEARS! 
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Special thanks for 
Christmas party help 


To the editor: 

Sumpter Senior Center would like to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and Blessed 
New Year! On Dec. 11 we had our annual 
Christmas Party enjoying lots of delicious 
food and prizes from generous donors. 

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO: 
Kellers Bakery, Township Attorney 
Rob Young, Martin & Son, Judge Dave 
Parrott, Pinters Flowerland, Red Rooster, 
Higgerson Neal Funeral Home, Benito’s 
Pizza, Sumpter Police Chief Luke, Sumpter 
Quilters, Bud & Peggy Morgan, Swift 
Trucking, Sumpter Parks and Recreation, 
Angel Food Catering, Janowiak Funeral 
Home, Sumpter Township Board 
Supervisor John Morgan, Clerk Esther 
Hurst, Treasurer Ken Bednark, Trustees 
Don Swinson, Matt Oddy, Don Laporte, 
Tim Rush, Wayne County Commissioner 
Hadious. 

Your generous donation throughout the 
years never goes unnoticed. 


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from the Sumpter Seniors. 


Rosa Newcomb Henson 
earns MS in Education 


Rosa Newcomb Henson of Belleville 
earned her Master of Science in Education 
from the University of Kansas. Degrees are 
officially conferred in January. 
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Aerotropolis announces interim 
director after resignation of Rob Luce 


The Detroit Region Aerotropolis 
Development Corporation named Marco 
Salomone as interim director at its recent 
quarterly corporate board meeting. He 
will step into the position following the 
resignation of Rob Luce, current executive 
director, which is effective Dec. 27. 

Salomone has worked for Aerotropolis 
more than three and a half years as the 
Director of Business Development. He 
has been responsible for generating and 
responding to business development leads 
and inquiries and for managing corporate 
expansion projects including but not limited 
to site identification and analysis as well 
as regional market data and demographic 
information. 

Going forward, he will also be responsible 
for the strategic development and day-to- 
day operations of the organization, reporting 
directly to the board of directors. 

Salomone holds a degree in Public 
Administration & Public Policy from 
Michigan State University. He is a member 
of the Michigan Economic Developers 
Association, along with numerous foreign 
chambers of commerce and business 
associations. 

At the same meeting, the board elected 
David Glaab as its new chairman, effective 
2019. Glaab, supervisor of Huron Charter 
Township, received his B.A. from Purdue 
University. He obtained his Doctor of 
Jurisprudence (J.D.) cum laude from the 
Detroit College of Law where he earned 
the American Jurisprudence Award for 
Excellence in Insurance Law. Supervisor 
Glaab is also engaged in the private 
practice of law and is a contributing author 


of the book WEALTH Enchancement & 
Preservation; The Intitute, 1994. 

“The future for the Detroit Region 
Aerotropolis looks bright,” said Tim Keyes, 
2018 board chairman. “Industry vacancy 
rates are at historic lows, we have over 
6,000 acres of shovel-ready land in a prime 
logistics and transportation hub, and great 
leadership at the helm. We’ve been very 
successful in the last few years and I believe 
that this is just the beginning.” 

Luce submitted his resignation on Nov. 
19 and Aerotropolis accepted it on Nov. 30. 
Luce said he will pursue a new opportunity 
and will work with Aerotropolis to assure a 
smooth transition. 

“Rob has done a great job in his tenure 
at the Aerotropolis,” said Keyes, board 
chairman. “We will be looking for someone 
with similar attributes that will continue the 
momentum that Rob has created these last 
two years.” 

Van Buren Township pays $25,000 a 
year, through its Downtown Development 
Authority, to belong to Aerotropolis and has 
publicly praised Luce for his work to bring 
the Pancake Project to the 80-acre Smith 
Farm in Denton. 

Luce’s work influenced the township to 
pay the dues for another year, because in 
the past the Aerotropolis did not do any 
significant work for development in the 
township, said township officials. 

Current members of Aerotropolis, besides 
Van Buren Township, are DTE Energy, 
CBRE, MEDC, Wayne County Airport 
Authority, City of Romulus, City of Taylor, 
Huron Township, Washtenaw County, and 
Wayne County. 
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810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday School 
9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 
Thursday | Celebrate Recovery 7pm 
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 


Faith Assembly Church 
Sunday School — 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service — 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study — 7:00 p.m. 

894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 

Find us on Facebook! or www.faithassemblybelleville.com 


Ridge Road Church of Christ 
1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 


Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship 11 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM 
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930 


RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
870 Savage Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
Worship Sunday: 9:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Family Night: 7-8:15 p.m. 

Boys & Girls Ministries, Youth, College & Career, and Seniors Ministry. 

Visitrol-ag.com (734) 699-6700 


ST. ANTHONY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 

(734) 697-1211 
" Saturday Mass: 6:00pm 
" Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am 
www.stanthonybelleville.com 


WoULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE 
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN 
THIS DIRECTORY? 
CALL ADVERTISING 
MANAGER Bos MYTYCH AT 
734-699-9020 Topay! 
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LE ACRES. BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME! 


= Wooded country 
setting. Located 
= on Judd Road in 
Sumpter Twp. 
Priced to move 


Sa. ORPRAN 
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Give yourself the gift of a 
true best friend this year 
by adopting She’s 
a 1 year and 8 month old 
kitty just as beautiful on 
the inside as she is on the 
outside. gentle 
and sweet personality 
will be just what you need 
to ring in the New Year 
with an abundance of 
love and affection. She’s 
rather intimidated by 
the other cats here and 
seems to be initially shy 
but give her some pets 
and attention and she’s 
on your lap in no time. 
will likely be a great 
lap snuggler to share 
cozy times with once in 
her own home. Her fluffy 
coat is a beautiful blend 
of black, brown and 
orange and extremely 
soft for your petting 
enjoyment. Be good to 
yourself by bringing this 
sweetie home just in time 
to celebrate the holidays 
together. is already 
spayed, vaccinated, 
tested neg. for FeLuk/FIV 
and micro-chipped. Call 
Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue at 
or visit 
our website 
for more information. 
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35890 Goddard Rd., Romulus, MI 48174 


i ~ * Spaces For Lease starting as low as $7.00/square foot. 
v7 * Turn-Key Bar/Grill Available 
e HUGE Parking Lot 

7; * Great location for Barber Shop, Salon and Medical Use Ñ E 
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JMC MANAGEMENT- 


PROPERTY AND ASSET MANAGEMENT 
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Visit: www.jmcmanagement.com 
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/ SUMPTER 
COLLISION 


hs “A Family Tradition Since 1957” 


- Manager 
21585 Sumpter Rd. 


Belleville, MI 48111 


ASE jim@sumptercollision.com 
www.sumptercollision.com 


- Owner 


From left, dancers Abby Wygonik, 
Sarah Valinski, and Robyn Watts will be 
performing with the professionals of the 
Moscow Ballet in The Nutcracker ballet at 
the Fox Theater in Detroit at 8 p.m. Dec. 
23. All three girls live in the Belleville/Van 
Buren Township area and study dance with 
Jitterbugs Elite Dance, Inc. that is based at 
the Van Buren Township Hall. 


Dec. 11 — Lori Demond 

Dec. 23 — Kevin Lee 

Dec. 24 -- Susan Richardson 

Dec. 25 — Constance Genevieve Riggs 
Dec. 27 — Sharry Budd 


Do you have a birthday in December? Does 
anyone you know have a birthday soon? 
Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let 
us know. We’ll list it in this column ASAP 
following your call. There is no charge. 
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VBT Board agrees to fix policy that violates the law regarding pensions 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

On Monday during a half-hour discussion 
at its work/study session, the Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees agreed to fix a 
policy that was giving less pension money 
to some board members, in violation of the 
law. 

Supervisor Kevin McNamara said he’s 
known about this discrepancy for two 
years and didn’t do anything about it. 

‘Tve been told it’s against the law,” 
Supervisor McNamara said, adding that he 
was shocked to find that out recently. 

Trustee Sherry Frazier, who is one of the 
three trustees who have been given about 
$640 less in pension contributions over a 
two-year period, said state law is clear and 
all township officials should be paid the 
same. 

“We’ve been breaking the law and we 
need to correct it,” Trustee Frazier said. 

She said she had asked McNamara the 
previous Friday to have a resolution to 
correct this on the Dec. 18 agenda, but it 
wasn’t on the agenda. 

“I guess Pll have to address this 
tomorrow,” she said, referring to the 
regular meeting which is shown on the 
cable channel and recorded for YouTube. 

McNamara told her to go ahead and that 
he had gone through that with Trustee 
Paul White at the last meeting, concerning 
the purchase of winter coats for board 
members. 

But first, Monday, the board had to 
go into closed-door session to discuss 
negotiation of the fire department union 
contract because an attorney, who is paid 
by the hour, was waiting. 

After a 15-minute closed door session the 
board came back into open session to finish 
off the work/study meeting and Frazier 
continued voicing her concerns. 

She said there is a difference in payment 
into the pension of 2%. She said two 
trustees get 10% (her and White) and two 
get 12%. 

McNamara said in 2014 the board 
enacted a salary policy and published it 
in the official handbook. It said existing 
elected personnel got 12% pension 
contribution from the township and new 
elected personnel get 10%. 

He said ten other salaried employees also 
get a lower amount. He said he talked to 
the attorney to see what he could do about 
it. 

The attorney said if he wants to change 
the policy he has to talk to the board. That’s 
why it was being brought forward. 

Trustee Reggie Miller said this was not 
the first time there has been a problem, 
but she found townships can’t lower the 
salaries of elected officials. 

“You can’t move elected officials down 
during their terms of office,’ McNamara 
agreed. 

“I thought an elected official at this table 
used that to get a raise,” Frazier said. 

Trustee Frazier said the official was 
herself and she got an attorney opinion and 


couldn’t get what she thought she was due. 

“She’s talking about me,” Clerk Leon 
Wright said of Frazier’s comment. “When I 
wanted to be even with the treasurer. When 
this was done in 2014, all got 12%. When 
there was a turnover, some got 10%.” 

He said while he signs the checks, he 
doesn’t see the amounts. 

He said when the idea was brought up it 
was done legally. Then, he said, AFSCME 
asked why its employees are being 
penalized. 

Wright said the elected officials shouldn’t 
be treated differently and they can’t be 
reduced. But, they can raise all of the 
pension contributions to 12% by board 
action. 

“When we get checks, we don’t see the 
10%,” Miller said. “It’s his fault. He knew,” 
she said referring to McNamara. 

“I didn’t think anything about it until the 
attorney said it was illegal,’ McNamara 
said, referring to township attorney Patrick 
McCauley. 


Trustee White said the responsibilities 
of the four trustees are all equal under the 
law and they all should get the same 12% 
pension contribution. 

“The ten salaried employees, too?” 
McNamara asked. 

Wright said when the new trustees came 
in it was 10% and that’s when the mistake 
was made. 

White said it is Wright’s responsibility 
for anything in the clerk’s department and 
Wright insisted he was not responsible. 

“I knew about it,” McNamara said. “I 
didn’t know it was a big deal.” He added, 
retroactive pay is against the law. 

Trustee Kevin Miller asked how this can 
be fixed and McNamara said to change 
the 2014 language and move everyone to 
12%. He said he asked Human Resources 
Director Nicole Sumpter to be ready for 
this. 

Sumpter said she has already prepared 
changed wording. 

Frazier asked why a resolution wasn’t 


CARLOTTA'S HAIR! 


placed on the agenda and was told 
McNamara was discussing it with an 
attorney. 

McNamara said the Michigan Township 
Association, which never gives written 
legal opinions, and the township attorney 
said unequal pay was illegal. 

He said former Supervisor Linda Combs 
requested retroactive salary and had to be 
denied. 

“T lost $700,” Frazier said. 

“I lost thousands,” Miller added, referring 
to a different problem. 

“We all got elected knowing what our 
salaries would be,” McNamara said. 

“You’ve been quietly sitting in your 
seat, breaking the law,” Frazier said to 
McNamara. 

“I had no intent,’ McNamara said, 
explaining why they couldn’t charge him 
with a crime. 


(continued on page 11) 


* Highspeed Internet 
* Ample Parking 

* Your own key to the studio 
* Free ads on our website 


* We supply all clean towels 
* Discounts at our connected 
Beauty Supply Store 


Grow your business with us! 


For more information, or for a tour of our 
Studio, please contact - 

Carlotta - 832-451-5481 or 

Kevin - 412-352-1466 
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VBT pensions 


(continued from page 10) 


Miller reminded them this is a 2% 
payment to the pension, not salary. 

Frazier said she knows people at the table 
who fought for higher pay. He based his five 
years of experience against the treasurer’s 
25 years of experience, referring to Clerk 
Wright. 

“I recommend we put it on the agenda 
tomorrow (Dec. 18) and resolve it as soon 
as possible,” Miller said. 

“You just want to make yourself look like 
you don’t care about 2%,” Frazier said, 
referring to McNamara’s attitude. 

“I don’t,” he replied. 

“This can be easily done,” Wright said. 
“Revise the salary manual.” 

“It’s not that much money,” McNamara 
said. “And, it’s locked away” until 
retirement. He said if he votes “no” to 
change the policy, he’s breaking the law. 

White asked about back pay, which would 
be $320 a year for the trustees. He said for 
the supervisor, the same percentage would 


be $1,600. 

“T have a legal opinion on that [back pay]. 
Can’t do that,” McNamara said. “I'll fight 
doing that.” 

“If we have been breaking the law for 
two years, let’s break the law some more,” 
Frazier challenged. “The supervisor knew 
it for two years.” 

“I knew, but didn’t know it was against 
the law,” McNamara said. 

He said the elected officials can’t get 
retroactive pay, but the employees could, 
but they won’t. 

“That’s negligence about keeping it when 
it’s inconsistent,” White said to McNamara. 

The plan was to amend the handbook to 
12% matching contributions and put it on 
the consent agenda the next day so there 
would be no discussion. But, it was put on 
the agenda as “new business” and there 
was more discussion. 

Finally, the board unanimously approved 
the changes in the employee handbook 
to give the 12% to elected and salaried 
employees. 


Schedule your Annual 


HEARING CHECK-UP 


> 


Stay healthy with this 


FAST, CONVENIENT and FREE 


MO TU WE TH FR SA 


hearing screening. 


1. Do you have ringing in your ears? 


* 


of an Amaze 
Technology 3. 
System 


OYES ONO 


2. Does it seem like people mumble? 


OYES ONO 


Do you have trouble hearing in 
noisy places, like a restaurant? 


OYES ONO 


4. Have others said you have the TV 
volume too loud? 


We will match and exceed 
MPSERS-TruHearing prices. 5. 
We accept most insurance & 
discount programs including: 


Medicare Advantage 


Prescnption Drug Plans, 


Health Care & Silver Programs 
We will provide, meet and 


exceed their pricing structure 


Oves Ono 


Is it difficult to hear on the phone? 


Oyes Ono 


CALL TODAY! 
= Beltone 


Call now to schedule your free appointment! 
(734) 256-4113 
889 SUMPTER RD., BELLEVILLE 


Open: Monday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 5pm © Tuesday 9am - 7pm © First Saturday of Each Month 9am - 1pm 
WWW.BELTONEHEARINGAID.COM 


*Offer valid towards purchase of two Beltone Amaze hearing instruments. $500 off a single instrument. Discount off MSRP. 


Not valid on previous purchases. * 


* Interest free financing available until 2020, same as cash, with approved credit. 


Beltone Hearing Centers are independently owned and operated. Participation may vary by location. Beltone 2018™ 
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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman 
Virginia Queener, at right, waits on customers at the Dec. 1 bake sale put on by Van Buren 
Township Senior Citizen bakers as part of the township’s annual craft show. Shopping 
from left are Bev Powell, Margaret Rochon, and Bee Patterson from Sumpter Township. 
Queener said by the time this picture was taken at 10:30 a.m., many of the baked goods 
provided by seniors had already been sold. 


Tyler Elementary School Principal Aleisa 
Pitt dressed as the Elf on the Shelf and 
greeted families as they arrived at school 
on Monday. 


sorri 
Tia 


GARDEN FANTASY { 


Greenhouse =. UR 


FRESH MICHIGAN 


CHOOSE FROM SCOTCH 
Pine & FRASER Fir! 


FRESH WREATHS 


_& ROPING. | GRAVE BLANKETS, 


CEMETERY CONES 
& WREATHS 


Many Sizes To 
CHOOSE From! 


6 P.M. 
e Sunpay 10 A.M. - 


Open: Monpay - FRIDAY 9 A.M. = 
SATURDAY 9 A.M. = 5 P.M. 


5 P.M. 


Fax: (734) 699-0505 
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“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for 
over 20 years with quality and caring service.” y" ` 


CROWNS « ROOT CANALS « EXTRACTIONS « FILLINGS 
WHITENING • BONDING • DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE) 


Accepting Blue Cross Complete, ——_—_____» 


SENIOR & MILITARY United Health, Molina, 
DISCOUNTS Meridian & Medicaid! EA 


a iù eee 
we |) EMA SEEN | $=" l 
o Saimen a Immediate Dentures and 


éd; BELLEVILLE Flippers Available. 
= & Athletics Ca Includes 


For WITH Exam, Cleaning 


, R S 
COL LEC iE Home of the TIQAR: WITH COUPON Each Deras COUPON &X-Rays 


Belleville High School student Alyssa Belleville High School student Jordan 


McClend igned to pl ftball with Kelly signed to pl for C di 
Henry Ford College. She is shown withher University in Ann Arbor. SMU OU a HOLIDAY SALE 


7 wi W 
IN WW 


pg 


college coach. 


as 
om MALY 


ANTIQUES ON MAIN (151) 
430 Main Street 69928265 
| We Wish You A Mery Christmas Und A Happy New Year! | 


— 
Home of the TIGERS 


Belleville High School student Annabella 
Sylvestre signed on Nov. 16 to play 
soccer with Madonna University. She is 
shown with her parents, Lisa and Michael 
Sylvestre. 


On Nov. 26, Belleville High School 
student RJ Sherwood signed with Oakland 
University to play baseball. Pictured 
with him are, from left, his sister Katelyn 
Sherwood, mother Genine Sherwood, and 
father Richard Sherwood. 


Damy Speqagsy 


Monpay - Fripay ° 6am - 11am 


-- CONEYS — 
No Coupon With BEVERAGE PURCHASE 
-- 1/3 Pounp Needed! DEA 
BURGERS STARTING AT wo 


Att You Can Eat FisH 


-- Your CHOICE 
Gyro SANDWICH & FRIES - 


Mondays 6-8 p.m. 


DAVE'S TREASURE 


te PT“ ". casn “hack -- ALL You Can Eat 

5 ee} — Fish & OTHER Searoon Dinners (MUMMERS AREBAGKY | | estas o Thustays apm 

Hunting Gear Sports ese reer ad aa ae Ray Rr RCT 
Pi : | 11 I 
Sate 4 E te - ' Your Entire Bill '' Your Entire Bill ' 
Knives (734) 699- 4438 Tools and Open Christmas Eve to 6pm 1 of $25orMore ıı of$200rMore ı 
Fishing Poles Gre D Collectibles Close d Christmas Day i or i i or i 
Fishing Lures , Boating I T i 
; ; Tuesday - Saturday : ] 1 Your Entire Bill ! ! Your Entire Bill ! 
Lionel Trains Noon to 5 PM Accessories Open New Year’s Eve to 6pm 1 of$10orMore '' of$10orMore ' 
I Il I 
I Il I 


With coupon. Not to be 
combined with any other combined with any other 
offer or discount. BAly offer or discount. Al 


With coupon. Not to be 


668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 Open New Year's Day 
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Minding 


ey 


Your Business | 
with Bob Mytych 


The Belleville Community Band will be 
performing a Christmas Concert tomorrow 
evening, Dec. 21, beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Belleville First United Church on 
Charles Street. The concert is free and ev- 
eryone is invited. 

KKK 

Carlotta’s Hair Studio and Supplies on 
Sumpter Road in the Cork ‘n’ Bottle Plaza 
is looking for stylists, barbers, and nail 
techs, offering booth rental under $200. 
The salon offers high-speed internet, am- 
ple parking, free ads on their website, dis- 
counts to the adjoining beauty supply store 
next door, and a free key to the studio/sa- 
lon. For information and to schedule a tour 
call Carlotta at (832) 451-5481 or Kevin 


at (412) 352-1466. To schedule salon ser- 
vices, call (734) 325-7245. See their ad in 
today’s paper. 
KKK 
The Belleville Area Museum is selling 
the 2019 Belleville Area Historical Society 
calendars for only $5 featuring the His- 
tory of the Belleville Area District Library. 
Yov’ll find them available at Sumpter 
Ace Hardware, Sumpter Township Of- 
fices, Van Buren Township Treasurer’s of- 
fice, Belleville City Hall, Pro Hardware, 
Belleville Chamber, and Garden Fantasy 
on Main. Call (734) 697-1944. 
KKK 
The Belle Park Plaza on Sumpter Road is 
offering winter move-in specials and free 
rent offers in commercial spaces for lease 
as low as $7 per square foot. There’s also 
a turn-key bar/grill available and a huge 
parking lot. JMC Management of Farming- 
ton Hills will give you more information. 
Call (313) 586-4500 and visit their website 
at www.jmcmanagement.com. Breaking 


HAPPY 507 
BIRTHDAY PENNY! 


Our Christmas 
Present From 1968! 


Priceless! 


Jackson Hewitt 


TAX SERVICE 


841 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
LOCATED IN OLD SECRETARY OF STATE PLAZA 
Walk in with your pay stub 

and get started today. 
Call (734) 732-4554 
EXPRESS REFUND ADVANCE UP TO $3,500.00 


WORKING HARD FOR THE HARDEST WORKING” 


BUDWEISER BOTTLES - 


45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 


Next to the Belleville Post Office 


(734) 699-1550 


$2.75, WINE AVAILABLE! 


HOURS 
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM 
FRI. 11AM - 11PM 
SAT. 12PM-11PM 
SUN. 12PM-10PM 


HOTSPOT 


See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com . 
DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - So, 00 


10% OFF | E 


Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders) 


or Buffet Purchase Per Person 


CHINA KING COUPON 
COUPON EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, anel 


News: Coming in 2019: Dollar Tree and 
Exterior Renovations! 
KKK 

Congratulations to this year’s winners of 
the City of Belleville’s Decorating Con- 
tests, who received their photo plaques at 
Monday’s City Council meeting. There 
were a few first-time winners along with 
a couple of traditional (I’ll start calling 
them) hands-down selections in Victoria 
Commons and Belle Villa MHC. I’m glad 
to be part of this event every year. Thanks 
also to the Belleville Area Chamber of 
Commerce for having me sketching their 
coloring books once again. That’s always 
fun. Just a note, if you’re ever riding down 
Gentz Road south to Huron, there’s a new- 
er home on the right that is lit up like noth- 
ing around, featuring orchestrated chasing 
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lights, music, scrolling driveway arches, 
rooftop animation, and much more. It’s a 
traffic stopper and I just know that house 
sparkles from the planes overhead from 
Metro Airport. Merry Christmas and happy 
holidays to our owners, advertisers, and 
readers. 
KKK 
Today’s newspaper contains an insert 
from Tractor Supply, Inc, with locations 
in nearby Ann Arbor, Saline, Dundee, and 
coming soon to Canton. To learn more on 
how you can have your advertisement or 
flyer inserted, call me at (734) 699 9020. 
kkk 
Do you have a business item you would 
like to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych 
at (734) 699-9020 with your suggestion. 
There is no cost to be in this column. 


VBT Planning Commission approves 
more tests of mobile refueling 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

Ricardo Inc. was given permission 
by the Van Buren Township Planning 
Commission to continue testing Toyota 
Fuel Cell Vehicles at the Ricardo facility 
at 40000 Ricardo Dr. using a temporary 
Mobile Hydrogen Refueling Station. 

At its regular meeting Dec. 12, the 
commission approved the temporary land 
use from December 2018 through April 
2019, during which time the fueling station 
will be set up in a secured vehicle lot next 
to the vehicle garage. 

Site supervisor Robert Neighbors of 
Van Buren Township said Ricardo got 
permission from the township in 2016 to 
do the testing and they have been doing 
it for two years. They need three months 
more, he said. 

He said Toyota sets up the mobile station, 
tests it to make sure it is operating properly, 
and then turns it over to Ricardo to operate. 
The station has emergency stops and a 
transmitter is in operation at all times. 

“It’s similar to a gas pump,” Neighbors 
said. “You fuel the vehicle and when it gets 
to the correct pressure, it shuts off.” 

Ricardo, Inc. is located on the east side of 
Haggerty Road, north of Tyler Road. 

In other business at the 17-minute meeting 
on Dec. 12, the commission: 


e Cast a unanimous ballot to reelect 
commission officers for another one-year 
term. Chairperson is Carol Thompson, 
vice-chairperson is Donald Boynton, and 
secretary is Bryon Kelley. Kelley also is 
commission representative to the Board 
of Zoning Appeals and Boynton is BZA 
alternate. 


Sumpter Township gets 
DNR grant for 2019 
Arbor Day celebration 


The 2019 Community Forestry Grants from 
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Forest Resources Division have been announced. 

Sumpter Township is among the 11 grant 
recipients who are sharing $89,590 in awards. 

Sumpter will get $250 for an Arbor Day 
celebration. Other communities getting grants 
for Arbor Day observances are Grandville, 
$500, and Royal Oak, $490. 

Several communities are getting grants for 
public street and park tree inventories and 
plans: Canton Township, $11,100; Hamtramck, 
$13,800; Rochester Hills, $20,000; Coldwater 
$20,000; Mason, $9,500; and Village of Empire, 
$7,450. 

Park Township in Ottawa County is getting 
$2,000 for educational signage for trees in parks 
and the Michigan Association of Conservation 
Districts in Ingham County is getting $4,500 for 
the Michigan Envirothon Competition. 


YO OR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY! 
Lonnie’ s {5 
Auro REPAIR 


STOP IN AND ASK ABOUT 
OUR PREMIUM SERPENTINE 
BELT SPECIAL STARTING 

AT $5922 (Most Cars) 


r IF 
1 Disc BRAKE SPECIAL II 
l Premium Paps & Rotors, INCLUDES i a 


LABOR, STARTING AT $225 or Less! | 


I Most Cars. Restrictions Apply. 


l WITH COUPON « LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31- at 1 WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-18 l 


1 SENIORS, VETERANS & | 
| ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE | 
! 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL ' 


WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12- al- 18 18 pag 


HEATER $ 99 | 
ı CORE FLUSH 39" 


BAI 


50 South Street at 5- Points, Belleville * 734-325-7065 


Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm ° Saturday 9am - 1pm 
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Deadline for BHS 
Distinguished Graduate 
nominations is Jan. 31 


Nomination applications for the Belleville 
High School Distinguished Graduate 
program must be turned in to the BHS 
office at 501 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, 
by Jan. 31,2019. 

A copy of the application can be 
downloaded from the Van Buren Public 


Schools official website at: www. 
vanburenschools net To get to the 
application, click on “Menu,” “Our 


District,’ and then “BHS Distinguished 
Graduate Application.” 

The inductions of Distinguished Graduates 
and BHS National Honor Society members 
will be held together in April. 

The Distinguished Graduate award 
is an annual honor that recognizes 
BHS graduates who have distinguished 
themselves in business or profession, or 
have contributed to his/her community’s 
welfare and progress. The graduation 
year of those recognized must be 10 or 
more years prior to the current year of 
graduation. 

It is expected that the recipient, or family 
member in the case of a posthumous 
award, will attend the ceremony where the 
award will be presented. Portraits of the 
Distinguished Graduates are displayed in a 
hallway at BHS. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18. 

This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS 


FOR SALE FOR RENT SERVICES 


NAVY BLUE LEATHER SOFA. Good 
condition. Pet & smoke free home. $50. 
(734) 697-4355 

SET OF FOUR RIMS Ford Fusion & tires 
P235/50R17, $200. (74) 699-9663 
2 BUTCHER HOGS, 6 mo. old, approx. 
250 Ibs. ea. $160/ea. Fat laying hens $7/ea. 
Call (734) 270-2583 or (734) 740-0845 12/27 
MOUNTAIN TR. FEIST PUPPIES. 
3 males, 6 mos. old. Don’t pass this up. A 
nice Christmas present. Shots up-to-date. 
(734) 753-4110 or (734) 771-0377 
CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATIONS, 
some vintage. Beautiful Madame 
Alexander 20” doll, includes original box. 
DEWALT 18V drill w/charger & 2 battery 
packs & case. (734) 697-6928 


VEHICLE FOR SALE 


2009 PONTIAC VIBE, 4-door SUV, 
5-speed. Full power, sunroof, air. 
High mileage but very dependable. 
Sharp. $2,650 OBO. Private Owner. 
(734) 695-0819 

1998 FORD MUSTANG. Good body.6 
Cyl engine. Dependable transporta- 
tion. $1,850 OBO. Private Owner. 
(734) 695-0819 12/20 
F350 FORD, 136K miles,460 engine. Good 
shape with Meyers snow blade & extra 
parts. (734) 355-2138 leave message. 01/03 


12/20 


12/20 


12/27 


01/03 


12/20 


1998 CHEVROLET MONTE CARLO 
COUPE. Southern car. 162,000 Miles. 
No rust. Auto & power. First $1,450. 
(734) 695-0819 


MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE 


Cute 2-bedroom 2-full bath in desirable 
Belleville Manor. Home is located near 
the front of the park. All appliances stay, 
high efficiency furnace installed in 2012 & 
newer hot water tank. Full covered porch, 
shed on cement slab, nice size yard. Park is 
pet friendly. Minutes from I-94 & I-275. 
Close to shopping & hospitals. Contact 
Karen at (734) 787-5149 to schedule a 
showing. 


01/03 


12/20 


HOUSE FOR SALE 


BELLEVILLE LAKE, 1,723 sqft., 
3-bedrooms, 2-full baths, 4-Anderson 
8’ doorwalls w/full view of lake. 


Ceramic tile in kitchen & dining rooms. 
Basement tiled & drywalled. 2-car 
garage w/12’x24’ storage addition. 
Electric boat hoist w/canopy.$320,000. 
(734) 697-8336 


12/27 


SMALL ONE BEDROOM APT. 
Ideal for mature person. Stove & 
refrigerator. No pets. $500/mo. + Sec. 
Dep. (734) 697-8984 


WANTED 


H & W 
TOP DOLLAR $ 


Cash For Salvage & 


12/20 


Scrap Vehicles. 
7 Days. Free Towing. 
Licensed & Insured. 


(734) 223-5581 


WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600 TFN 
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 ŒE. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600 TFN 
FREE PICKUP OF UNWANTED 
appliances, lawn equipment, bicycles, 
& any type of scrap & farm metal. 
John (734) 644-4008 


12/20 


FREE FILL. Delivery available. 
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel, 
Belleville. TEN 


2 INDOOR/OUTDOOR CATS. Long 
haired mom & daughter. Both are 
beautiful. Need to go to a good home. 
(734) 778-4903 2/20 


2-YEAR OLD PITBULL TERRIER MIX. 
Black w/white chest. Lost 11-30 on Willis 
Rd. across from Holiday West. Answers to 
Diesel. (734) 461-9635 


12/27 


Notice to Advertisers: 

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent's liability shall be limited to an 
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind. 


A&L SERVICES 
Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service 
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, 
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath. 
Serving Belleville Since 
1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628 


M.D. APPLIANCE 
SERVICE 


Refrigerators > Washers 
Dryers • Ranges 
$20 House Call 

Call Monday-Friday, 9am-4:30pm 


(734) 782-3354 


PLUMBING -° SEWER 
DRAINS - HANDYMAN 
Gutters Cleaned! 

CALL US! 
Local To The 
Belleville Area. Call 
(313) 740-6276. 
Ask For Bill. 


LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME Jobs too 
LARGE - NO JOB too SMALL. 
LICENSED & REFERENCES. 
(734) 765-9224 TEN 
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting & hang wall paper. Power 
washing. Carpentry. Senior discount. 
(618) 267-7774 03/28 
ELDER CARE, shopping, cleaning, 
appointments & child care. Great rates. 
(734) 217-9378 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE. 
Leaf removal, painting, deck staining, roof 
& gutter leaks, landscaping & window 
cleaning. (734) 796-3628 


12/20 


12/20 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 
The Belleville-Area 


Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 


bellevilleareaindependent.com 
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Sumpter Treasurer 
Bednark decides to stick 


with Vern Morse 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

Vernon Morse, who retired from the Van 
Buren Township clerk’s office after 20 years 
of service, was appointed Sumpter Township 
deputy treasurer in September after the 
original deputy moved out of state and the 
new deputy was fired after a few days. 

At that time, Township Treasurer Peggy 
Morgan needed a new deputy and Morse 
was available to take the job. It was during 
tax season and a lot of people waited until 
the last minute to pay their taxes so there 


was a lot of work to do. 

And, Treasurer Morgan was ill and took 
time off at the advice of her doctor. There 
was a lot of upheaval at the township hall 
and Morse resigned. Later, he returned to 
help out because they needed him. 

Treasurer Morgan, who had lost her bid to 
retain her appointed position, was replaced 
in the Nov. 6 election by political newcomer 
Ken Bednark as the new treasurer. 

At the Nov. 27 meeting of the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees, recently 
sworn-in Treasurer Bednark assured the 
public that in spite of all the problems, “the 
lights are on in the treasurer’s office and we 
are functioning.” 

He said it was his intention to do a search 
for the best person for the deputy position 


INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS 


HELP WANTED 


CERTIFIED AUTO 
MECHANIC WANTED 
Competitive Pay. 
Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm 
Apply In Person 


KWICK AUTOMOTIVE 
541 E. Huron River Dr. 


Belleville 
734-391-8218 


AREA TRAINEE 
Estate Firm. For 
(734) 697-1800 


HELP WANTED 


Real 
call. 
TFN 


for local 
appointment 


HELP WANTED 
PLUMBING APPRENTICE 


Looking for a motivated person 
willing to learn all aspects of the 
plumbing profession. Must have a 
high school diploma, good driving 

record & pass a drug test. Must 
also have the ability to lift heavy 

objects & work with your hands 
in a mechanical setting. Apply by 
email at: dmyers3060@gmail.com 


“Democracy is worth dying for, because 
it’s the most deeply honorable form of 
government ever devised by man.” 

— Ronald Reagan 


HELP WANTED 


DRIVERS WANTED 


Transporting new Ford vehicles from local 
manufacturing plants. Full/Part Time! $10.00/hour. 


Day & night shifts available. Must be over the age of 23 
with a good driving record. 


Call our office, Monday thru Friday, 
8am-5pm, 734-740-6127 


Quest, Inc. 


is HIRING 


We’re looking for fun, energetic & caring Direct Care 
Workers to assist persons with special needs we serve in 
their own homes. 


Applicants must be: 


e Responsible & committed and work well with others. 
e Have a clean criminal record. 
e Be available for training. MORC/WCHO/CLS Training 


is preferred. 


Send Letter/Resume to: 
recruiter@questserv.org 
or Call (734) 458-8140 


Supporting People with 
Special Nood 


and he found, “We have the most qualified 
person in Vern Morse.” He said as far as his 
credentials and education, Morse was the 
best. 

“I’m proud to have him on board,” Bednark 
said. 

He said Deputy Supervisor Karen Armatis, 
a former longtime deputy treasurer, is 
helping to assist in the training process. He 
said Armatis is not bonded, but this is not 
required for training. 

“We're looking forward to doing good 
things for the public,’ Bednark said, 
adding they are looking at automating the 
procedures. 

Then Morse took to the podium and made 
a statement. 

“When I was asked to come back, I felt I 
was able to make a difference,” Morse said, 
adding that he had started bonding with the 
public. “I had an undone job. The problems 
we had, we were fixing them. Ken and I had 
quite a few discussions. It was a lot of work 
at first. Karen is available, so that I can get 
all the training I need. 

“I appreciate Ken for giving me this 
chance,” Morse said. “I look forward to 
serving this board and this community.” 

In other business at the Nov. 27 meeting, 
the board: 

e Approved the appointment of Vernon 
Morse to the deputy treasurer’s position, at a 
pay of $25.08 per hour; 

e Approved the appointment of Dawn 
Hadyniak to the deputy clerk position at 
a pay of $25.33 per hour. Hadyniak has 
served as the deputy clerk since Clerk Esther 
Hurst’s appointment earlier this year. Now, 
Hurst has been elected clerk; 

e Approved the meeting schedules for 
2019 for the board of trustees and planning 
commission; 

e Heard attorney Rob Young announce that 
he will draft the required ordinance for the 
next meeting on Dec. 11 in case the board 
wants to opt out of allowing recreational 
marijuana dispensaries and grow businesses 
within the township limits. He said he will 
not be present for that meeting, but he’ll 
prepare the ordinance and the board can 
pass it or not. He said it takes two meetings 
to pass an ordinance. He said he thinks the 
township has time to opt out, since the state 
rules are not in place yet. He said if the 
township opts out, it can always opt in if it 
changes its mind at a later date. He said now 
is a good time to opt out and he is making 
no recommendation. It is purely a board 
decision, he said. He said the opting out 
ordinance would be to not allow commercial 
growing and dispensaries. The personal 
use is not in question because now that is 
“carved in stone,” he said. Clerk Hurst asked 
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if the township does not opt out and does 
nothing, “could dispensaries show up in 
our community?” Attorney Young said, yes, 
they could; 

e Heard Ban report that the roads are 
deplorable and people thinking of moving 
to the township come down those roads 
and change their minds about coming. She 
complained about how Wayne County cares 
for its roads. She also pointed out that the 
federal government still says marijuana 
is illegal. She said medical marijuana can 
now be delivered to users and she asked if 
recreational marijuana will be delivered, as 
well; 

e Heard Jay Bardell say that at the Nov. 
13 meeting that couldn’t be held, he asked 
the supervisor when was the last time the 
board couldn’t meet because it didn’t have 
a quorum and the deputy supervisor said the 
supervisor didn’t have to answer because 
it wasn’t in a meeting. Supervisor John 
Morgan told Bardell that he couldn’t answer 
because he doesn’t know when there was a 
meeting without a quorum in the past; and 

e Heard Bardell say that in the Independent 
there were two times when Young made 
accusations about his wife Roxanne Bardell, 
who works at the township, being a thief. 
Young said he never called Roxanne a thief 
or anyone else. He said he said she came into 
the treasurer’s office from the clerk’s office 
to help and she was not bonded and shouldn’t 
be working in there. He told Bardell to bring 
in the stories, if he has them, but they are 
lies and innuendoes. Bardell read from the 
paper about Young saying he was going to 
retire but had to stay on to take care of “Po 
and Bardell.” Young agreed he was going 
to retire but he wanted to defend the police 
department and the guys who put their lives 
on the line. “I was talking about you, Jay,” 
Young said, adding in court he heard Bardell 
talking with Po about what equipment 
Bardell would get from Po after Po got it 
back from police. Young then mentioned 
the “car pool team,” obviously referring 
to the circuit court session in downtown 
Detroit when the Independent asked for a 
ride from Bardell and Robinson. Young said 
he had lots of negative things he could say 
about the Independent. Young mentioned 
an argument and Bardell asked if he was 
referring to, “When Toth said he didn’t 
come to my house and he did?” referring 
to Detective/Sgt. John Toth, who shouted at 
Bardell in the circuit court hallway causing 
a deputy sheriff to complain. After the 
meeting adjourned, Young came down from 
the board table, where he sits, and followed 
Bardell to the door, haranguing him until he 
left the building. 


~ Dudek Heating & Cooling 


Service and Installation 


Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates - Furnaces - Boilers 
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters 
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing 


Keith Dudek : Owner 
11681 Rawsonville 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Office: (734) 461-6165 
Cell: (734) 730-9733 
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City Manager praises women staff for helping two local families 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 
“Tm proud of them,” Belleville City 
Manager Diana Kollmeyer told the city 
council at its regular meeting Dec. 17, as 
she wiped away a tear. 


She was referring to the women in the 
office who raised more than $600 to help 
two families this Christmas. 

City Manager Kollmeyer said those in the 
office paid $1 a day to wear jeans and they 
sold candy at the counter to raise money 


Santa to visit Yankee Air Museum 
on Saturday, arriving by helicopter 


Yankee Air Museum has announced that 
one of the world’s premier aviators, Santa 
Claus, will be coming to the museum on 
Saturday, Dec. 22. Santa declassified his 
itinerary to allow the announcement and 
provided few details on this special visit. 

Due to the training, feeding and resting 
schedules of his reindeer prior to their 
big flight, Santa will arrive by helicopter. 
A landing zone on the north side of the 
museum will be cleared for Santa’s landing 
at 11 a.m. 

Yankee Air Museum is located on the east 
side of historic Willow Run Airport, 47884 
D Street, Belleville. Everyone is welcome 
to attend, and children’s admission is free 
all day, with adults free until 11:30 a.m. 

“I personally worked with Santa’s 
security detail to arrange this visit,” said 
Kevin Walsh, executive director of the 
museum. “It’s important for all children 
to have an opportunity to talk with Santa 
and this is one of Santa’s last visits before 


RY CHARGE 


=| 


Does ISO 


734-985-1158 


DON'T FORGET WE DELIVER TO BUSINESS AND HOME’ 
HOME DELIVERY $7.00 MN ORDER OR $2.00 DELIV 
HOME AND BUSINESS DELIVERY UMITED TO SUMPTE, BELLEVILLE & VAN BUREN 


KIT 


PLUMB BOB 
HOURS MONDAY-FRIDAY BAM -JPM SATURDAY SAM-SPM SUNDAYS 104-378 
WE accep! cash, credit/debit & company checks 


automotive fasteners and fittings 


Christmas Eve. We are honored to have 
him come here.” 

Upon landing, Santa will be escorted into 
the Museum where he will greet all the 
good boys and girls. He will be giving out 
candy canes and passes for a free visit to 
Yankee Air Museum in the future. 

Walsh said the museum hosted Santa Claus 
in the past and it was very informative, 
however the technology of his sleigh was 
never revealed. According to Walsh, Santa 
is always generous in his comments about 
historic aviation technology, but he also 
reminds people that he was flying long 
before the Wright Brothers. Walsh said he 
hopes to closely examine Santa’s sleigh 
one day. 

“As a museum, it’s important for us to 
bring heroes of aviation to the community, 
and we think Santa Claus, and his mission, 
should always be at the forefront of 
aerospace research,” concluded Walsh. 


Inverted Flare 
Bubble Flare 

o-ring style & 
push lock end 
HEAVY DUTY 


comes complete with hydraulic hand pump & dies 
in a heavy duty case. great for garages & home 


for the project. 
In other business at the 25-minute 
meeting, the council: 

e Presented awards to the winners of the 
Holiday Home Decorating Contest [see 
page one]; 

e Approved a five-year contract with WCA 
Assessing of Westland, with a 4% change 
to rates each year. The current contract was 
for three years with two one-year renewals 
and rate changes based on yearly CPI up 
to 5% a year. Wayne County stopped its 
assessing three years ago and WCA is the 
only one available for the service; 

e Following the surplus property policy, 
council approved posting ads for two weeks 
on Craig’s List and in the Independent to 
try to sell the former office copier which 
is unlikely to sell at auction because of its 
age and lack of parts available. Ricoh, who 
sold the city the new copier, which was to 
be delivered Dec. 20, would charge $250 
to take the old Ricoh copier off the city’s 
hands. The old copier also could be given 
away, if all else fails; 

e Approved accounts payable of $125,535 
and the following purchases in excess of 
$500: to CDW Government, $3,255 from 
the drug forfeiture account for modems for 
police vehicles; to ElectionSource, $845.50 
for ballot testing; and to Jayne Carter, $675 
for grave buyback; 

e Heard Kollmeyer say the DPW is down 
to one employee right now and a Civil 
Service Commission meeting will be set 


to help fill the spots open. She said earlier 
that day they had a sewer issue and the city 
hired Blue Ribbon to take care of it; 

e Heard Kollmeyer announce that there 
is a yard waste container at the DPW yard 
and residents can still bring their leaves and 
dump them in the container. Mike Renaud 
said leaves are packed along the curb on 
Main Street and they should be removed 
before they block drains. Kollmeyer said 
as soon as they get more employees it will 
be taken care of; 

e Heard Gary Johnson, who lives across 
from Horizon Park, ask when the lights at 
the park are going to be fixed. He said 13 
lights at Horizon Park have been on 24/7 
for the last three years. He figured the city 
was throwing away $350 per month for 
electricity for these lights. Mayor Kerreen 
Conley said he should contact the city 
manager when he has concerns and he said 
he has done that and got no replies. He 
also said a sewer line under the Belleville 
Bridge is leaking into the lake and onto 
boats and Kollmeyer said it was a water 
line. Fire Chief Brian Loranger said that he 
doesn’t know why the lights can’t be fixed. 
He said at his office he has mechanical 
timers that sometimes fail and have to be 
fixed; and 

e Was reminded that the city offices would 
be closed for the holidays on Mondays and 
Tuesdays for the next two weeks: Dec. 24 
and 25 and Dec. 31 and Jan. 1. 


WE’D LIKE TO SEND 
YOU EACH A CARD 


But there’s just too ree 


many of you! 


To all our cherished 


customers and 


friends we wish you 
a very Merry Christmas! 


147 Main St. - Walk Ins Call -A 


699-0055 


E 


151 Main St. - For Appointment Call 


699-3210 


Over 31 Years In The Same Location. 
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umpter Township 


Public Notice 


Sumpter Township 
Special Board Meeting 
Tuesday, November 27, 2018, 6:30 p.m. 
23480 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
Minutes 

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Morgan at 
6:30 pm. Roll call: Supervisor J. Morgan, Clerk E. 
Hurst, Treasurer K. Bednark, Trustees: LaPorte, 
Rush, Oddy and Swinson. Also showing present: 
Attorney Young, Deputy Clerk Hadyniak, Fire Chief 
Januszyk, Public Safety Director/ Chief of Police 
Luke and approximately 17 residents. 
3. Agenda: Motion by Oddy, supported by LaPorte to 
approve the agenda. Motion carried. 
4. Public Comments on Agenda Items Only: Public 
comment began at 6:31 p.m. No comments were 
received. Ended at 6:31 p.m. 
5. Minutes: 
A. Motion by Oddy, supported by Rush to approve 
the Special Board Meeting Minutes of November 20, 
2018. Motion carried. 
6. Warrants: Motion by LaPorte, supported 
by Swinson to approve the Warrants totaling 
$157,123.56. Roll call vote: Yes: LaPorte, Oddy, 
Rush, Swinson, Bednark, Hurst and J. Morgan. Nay: 
None. Motion carried unanimously. 
7. Finance Report-Holtz: Motion by Oddy, 
supported by LaPorte to receive and file the Finance 
Report. Motion carried. 
8. Parks & Recreation/Chamber Report-Swinson: 
A. No Parks & Recreation report. 


B. Winterfest starts this weekend in Belleville. 
Motion by Hurst, supported by LaPorte to approve the 
Parks & Recreation/Chamber report. Motion carried. 
9. Planning/Zoning Report-Oddy: Motion by 
LaPorte, supported by Rush to receive and file the 
Planning/Zoning report. Motion carried. 

10. Senior Report-Hurst: 

A. Pajama drive welcomes volunteers to help wrap on 
December Sth & 6th. 


B. Community Emergency Awareness Committee 
meets monthly. 


C. SCANN & Sumpter Progressive League meets 
monthly. 


D. Senior Christmas Party on December 11th doors 
will open at noon. 


E. Children’s Christmas party will be on December 
12th at 6:00 pm. 

Motion by Rush, supported by Bednark to approve 
the senior report. Motion carried. 

11. Attorney Report- Young: 

A. Draft a first read on opting out for commercial 
marihuana use. 

Motion by Hurst, supported by Swinson to approve 
the Attorney report. Motion carried. 

12. Board Response: no comment 

13. New Business: 

A. Motion by Rush, supported by Swinson to approve 
the 2019 Sumpter Township Workshop & Board 
meeting schedule. Motion carried. 


B. Motion by Oddy, supported by Bednark to approve 
the 2019 Sumpter Township Planning Commission 
meeting schedule. Motion carried. 


C. Motion by Hurst, supported by Rush to approve the 
appointment of Dawn Hadyniak to Deputy Clerk; pay 
to be $25.33 per hour. Motion carried. 

D. Motion by Rush, supported by Bednark to 
approve the appointment of Vernon Morse to Deputy 
Treasurer; pay to be $25.08 per hour. Motion carried. 
14. Announcements: 

A. Treasurer Bednark stated his office is function 
properly and running smoothly. He will be keeping 
Vernon Morse on as his Deputy Treasurer. 

B. Treasurer Bednark recognized Deputy Supervisor 
Armatis for her help and training for his new deputy. 
C. Deputy Treasurer Morse thanked Treasurer 
Bednark for the opportunity and training he wasn’t 
afforded prior. 

15. Open Floor: Two (2) people spoke 

16. Adjournment: Motion by Rush, supported by 
LaPorte to adjourn at 7:08 pm. Motion carried. 
Minutes prepared by 

Dawn Hadyniak 

Deputy Clerk, Sumpter Township 

Esther Hurst, Clerk 

John Morgan, Supervisor 

Published: December 20, 2018 


District Library 


(continued from page 3) 


of the building committee meetings the 
workers told them how they work in cold 
weather. It’s at a cost, but it can be done, 
she said. Whisler said the temporary heat 
and protection was included in O’Neal’s 
budget; 

e Heard Peters give a report on the Ad 


Hoc Fund Development group. She said 
about 60 people attended the Legacy@ 
Your Library event at Wayne County 
Community College on Nov. 15. She said 
the goal is $400,000 in donations and as 
of the event they had received $200,000. 
Since then they have received an additional 
$5,000-$10,000. She said they are urging 
the community to give private donations 
for the restoration of amenities they were 


Augusta Charter Township Public Notice 


Accepting Website Bids 


Augusta Charter Township current website is outdated. It is not usable with cell phones, 
laptops or tablets. The contents are not being updated as needed. It is not user friendly 
and has no search features, therefore, the township is seeking bids for website design, 
hosting and maintenance. Please email Hrowland.augustatownship@gmail.com to 
obtain bid instructions and requirements. 


Publish: December 20, 2018; December 27, 2018; January 3, 2019; January 10, 2019 


City of Belleville Public Notice 


POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE UNDERSIGNED THAT ON 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2018 at 11:30 A.M. at Great Lakes Towing, 
42350 Van Born Road, Belleville, County of Wayne, Michigan, a public sale of the 
following vehicles will be held: 


2014 CHEVROLET, FOUR DOOR, VIN: 1G1PA5SH9E7301840 
2002 FORD, CP, VIN: 1FAFP40482F 151433 


DATE: DECEMBER 17, 2018 BELLEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
6 MAIN STREET 


PUBLISH: DECEMBER 20,2018 BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 48111 


BY SHERRI SCHARF, CITY CLERK 


Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
PUBLIC HEARING 


Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Board of 
Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m., 
in the Board of Trustees Room at the Van Buren Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road, 
Van Buren Township, MI 48111 to consider the following variance request: 


1. Case #18-003: A request by Beverly Nielsen, 44559 Ecorse (Parcel ID# 83- 
038-99-0010-000) for a variance from the maximum number of horses on 
the property. 


Please address any written comments to the Van Buren Township Board of 
Zoning Appeals, at 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, MI 48111 or via email at 
rakers@vanburen-mi.org. Written comments will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on the 
hearing date and all materials relating to this request are available for public 
inspection at the Van Buren Township Hall prior to the hearing. 


Van Buren Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aides and 
services to individuals with disabilities who are planning to attend. Please contact the 
Van Buren Township Planning and Economic Development Department at 
734-699-8913 at least seven (7) days in advance of the meeting if you require 
assistance. 


Mailed: December 12, 2018 


Published: December 20, 2018 
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going to do without, following budget cuts; 

e Was informed Keith Bruder has retired 
from his snow-removal work and so the 
library offered the contract to Weise’s, who 
cuts the grass; 

e Learned Whisler is buying some 
demonstration shelving to install at 
the present library for evaluation. This 
shelving will replace shelving that was lost 
due to a broken paperback spinner in the 
children’s room; 

e Heard Suchy report the roofer came 
out again to make one last try to repair 
the seams on the Duro-Last portion of the 
roof on the present library. The leak they 
are trying to repair is by the public internet 
computers; and 

e Enjoyed cake with board secretary 
LaChelle Reed Caver, who was attending 
her last meeting after not running 
for reelection. Board treasurer Tanya 
Stoudemire, who was not reelected in the 
November election, was absent from the 
meeting. 


Van Buren Township 
PD can tow vehicles 
for snow emergencies 


At the Dec. 3 work/study session of the 
Van Buren Township Board of Trustees, 
Supervisor Kevin McNamara and Public 
Safety Director Greg Laurain explained 
the police department’s revised policy 
of towing vehicles during declared snow 
emergencies. 

Under state law, the supervisor of the 
township can declare a snow emergency 
after five inches or more (or less) has fallen 
and emergency vehicles are unable to 
access township roads. The police have the 
right to tow vehicles to clear the way. 

Director Laurain said the revised 
policy is part of the police department’s 
accreditation procedure. He said under the 
policy the supervisor can declare a snow 
emergency and residents have eight hours 
to get their vehicles off the streets. 

Laurain said officers would knock on 
doors to talk to vehicle owners before 
towing offending vehicles. He said the 
snow emergency would be announced 
on the township website and television 
channels 2, 4, and 7. 

Earlier this year, the board considered a 
township ordinance for snow emergencies, 
but this policy uses state law and no local 
ordinance is needed. 


Happy 
Birthday 


to Jesus 
Dec. 25 
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Van Buren Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


Out of the 487 dispatch calls for service reported 
by Van Buren Township police for the past week, the 
following are selected for this column. 
Sunday, Dec. 9: 
0011 — suspicious person/vehicle, Tyler Rd. 
0253 — trespassing, Hamlin St. 
0601 — domestic, Denton Rd. 
0659 — breaking & entering, Brookside Dr. 
0726 — property damage accident, S. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Rawsonville Rd. 
0906 — assault & battery, Hayes St. 
0932 — 911 welfare check, Anna Dr. 
0946 — domestic, Outer Dr. 
1120 — domestic, Richards Run 
1134 — domestic, Parkwood Dr. 
1236 — threat, Shelley Dr. 
1400 — animal complaint, Hamlin St. 
1416 — larceny, Parkwood Dr. 
1442 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd. 
1740 — animal complaint, Haggerty Rd. 
2017 — suspicious person/vehicle, Chloe Ct./Leon 
Dr. 
2316 — property damage accident, Haggerty/Van 
Born 
Monday, Dec. 10: 
1052 — suspicious person/vehicle, Hannan Rd. / S. 
I-94 Service Dr. 
1127 — juvenile complaint, Rawsonville Rd. 
1157 — ordinance violation, Martinsville Rd. 
1259 — disorderly, Kirkridge Park Dr. 
1321 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1521 — suicidal person, Liberty Ln. 
1631 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1639 — private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd. 
1645 — disorderly, Harmony Ln. 
1723 — domestic, Arthur St. 
1736 — 911 welfare check, Belleville Rd. 
1740 — larceny, Park Estates Dr. 
1915 — lost property/child, Belleville Rd. 
2011 — road hazard, Ecorse Rd./Beck Rd. 
2022 — missing person, Bradley Dr. 
Tuesday, Dec. 11: 
0702 — 911 welfare check, Belleville Rd. 
0754 — harassment call, Parkwood Dr. 
1058 — unauthorized driving away of auto, N. I-94 
Service Dr. 
1112 — disorderly, Belleville Rd. 
1119 — suicidal person, Belleville Rd. 
1207 — domestic, Lighthouse Dr. 
1219 — harassment call, Kirkridge Park Dr. 
1221 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1437 — miscellaneous complaint, Fed Ex 
1513 — threat, Briarwood Ct. 
1518 — fraud, Briarwood Ct. 
1705 — narcotics crime, Independence Ln. 
1719 — assist other dept., N. Aberdeen 
1905 — animal complaint, N. Ponderosa Trl. 
2028 — harassment call, Freedom Way 
2034 — larceny, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
2114 — family trouble, Martinsville Rd. 
2231 — suspicious person/vehicle, Haggerty Rd. 
2316 — harassment call, Locust Dr. 
Wednesday, Dec. 12: 
0307 — suspicious person/vehicle, Haggerty/Ecorse 
0759 — 911 welfare check, Belleville Rd. 
0846 — 911 welfare check, Belleville Rd. 
1241 — found property/child, Parkwood Dr. 
1312 — ordinance violation, Van Buren St. 
1422 — private property impound, Sumpter Rd. 
2015 — property damage accident, E. Huron River 
Dr. 
2350 — shooting, Springwood Blvd. 
Thursday, Dec. 13: 
0004 — harassment call, S. Ponderosa Trl. 
0654 — disorderly, Locust Dr. 
0825 — threat, Rawsonville 
0917 — hospice death, Haggerty Rd. 
1226 — unattended death, S. Ponderosa Trl. 
1337 — sexual assault, Belleville Rd. 
1404 — ordinance violation, Morton Taylor Rd. / 
Van Born Rd. 
1425 — animal complaint, N. I-94 Service Dr. / Beck 
Rd. 
1721 — property damage accident, Tyler Rd. / 
Morton Taylor Rd. 
1734 — juvenile complaint, Belleville Rd/Tyler 
1735 — suspicious person/vehicle, Haggerty Rd. / N. 


1-94 Service Dr. 

1920 — K-9 call out, E. Schooner Dr. 

2150 — road hazard, N. I-94 Service Dr. / Haggerty 

2203 — suspicious person/vehicle, Haggerty Rd. 

2240 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd. 

2252 — juvenile complaint, Quirk Rd. 
Friday, Dec. 14: 

0039 — domestic, Bemis Rd. 

0650 — larceny from auto, Kirkridge Park Dr. 

0846 — animal complaint, Spruce Ln. 

0854 — disorderly, Belleville Rd. 

0940 — miscellaneous complaint, Michigan Ave. 

1017 — larceny from auto, Kirkridge Park Dr. 

1020 — ordinance violation, Van Buren St. 

1102 — lost property/child, Parkwood Dr. 

1305 — road hazard, Belleville Rd/Aldi 

1305 — mental subject, Denton Rd. 

1345 — malicious destruction of property, Belleville 
Rd. 

1428 — lost property/child, N. I-94 Service Dr. 

1443 — animal complaint, Sumpter Rd. 

1534 — larceny, E. Huron River Dr. 

1554 — mental subject, Edwards Rd. 

1640 — property damage accident, Bemis Rd. / 

Rawsonville Rd. 

1830 — juvenile complaint, Belleville Rd. / N. I-94 
Service Dr. 

1853 — property damage accident, Savage Rd. 

1855 — suspicious person/vehicle, Tyler Rd. 

1911 — suspicious person/vehicle, Sumpter/Hull 

1014 — malicious destruction of property, Belleville 
Rd. 

2007 — suspicious person/vehicle, E. Huron River 
Dr. 

2231 — property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Hannan Rd. 
Saturday, Dec. 15: 

0016 — disorderly, E. Huron River Dr. 

0131 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
S. 1-94 Service Dr. 

0210 — suspicious person/vehicle, E. Archwood 

0323 — property damage accident, EB 1-94 / 

Haggerty Rd. 

0505 — suspicious person/vehicle, Beck/Ecorse 

0901 — assist other dept., Belleville Rd/EB I-94 

0930 — animal complaint, Michigan Ave./Denton 

1251 — suspicious person/vehicle, Pebblebrook Dr. 

1310 — suspicious person/vehicle, Anna Dr. 

1425 — malicious destruction of property, Oak Ln. 

1508 — suspicious person/vehicle, Van Born/Beck 

1618 — neighbor trouble, S. Woodbury Dr. 

1632 — suspicious person/vehicle, Van Born Rd. 

1652 — threat, Denton Rd. 

1747 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 

1937 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 

1946 — domestic, Parkwood Dr. 

2121 — assist other dept., Belleville Rd. 

2229 — larceny, Belleville Rd. 
Also on this week’s log are 218 traffic stops, 64 of 
which are on the I-94 and I-275 freeways. 


Belleville Police 


Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Dec. 9: 

1852 — domestic, Carmell St. 

1939 — civil matter, W. Columbia Ave. 

2010 — follow up by officer, W. Columbia Ave. 
Monday, Dec. 10: 

0822 — miscellaneous complaint, Main St. 

1020 — disorderly, McBride 

1150 — vehicle lock out, Main St. 

1406 — animal complaint, Belle Villa Blvd. 

1507 — sexual assault, Owen St. 

1813 — ordinance violation, Henry St. 
Tuesday, Dec. 11: 

0246 — assist fire dept., N. Edgemont Ave. 

0851 — vehicle lock out, S. Edgemont Ave. 

0927 — warrant arrest, MSP Post 

1102 — larceny, N. Liberty St. 

1645 — fraud, Main St. 

1719 — mental subject, N. Aberdeen Ct. 

1914 — operating while intoxicated, N. Liberty St. 
/ Third St. 

2334 — harassment call, Main St. 
Wednesday, Dec. 12: 

1018 — welfare check, Main St./Third St. 

1106 — fraud, Main St. 

1313 — animal complaint, Sumpter Rd. / Belle Villa 
Blvd. 

1314 — disorderly, W. Columbia Ave. 
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1314 — assault & battery, W. Columbia Ave. 
1335 — miscellaneous complaint, Main St. 
2113 — assist fire dept., Bell Cove Ct. 
Thursday, Dec. 13: 
Six traffic stops 
Friday, Dec. 14: 
1010 — road hazard, E. Columbia Ave./Main St. 
1442 — animal complaint, Sumpter Rd. 
1534 — assist citizen, W. Columbia Ave. 
1543 — civil matter, S. Industrial Park Dr. 
1614 — harassment call, Owen St. 
1621 — assist fire dept., Menlo park Dr. 
1914 — property damage accident, E. Huron River 
Dr. / N. Liberty St. 
2103 — assist citizen, E. Columbia Ave. 
2111 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave. 
Saturday, Dec. 15: 
1037 — lost property/child, Main St. 
1039 — traffic offense, Main St./Roys St. 
1221 — private property impound, South St. 
1308 — traffic offense, Main St. 
1451 — traffic offense, Main St. / High St. 
1553 — animal complaint, Main St. 
1602 — suspicious person/vehicle, Fifth St. 
1702 — trespassing, Loza Ln. 
1718 — warrant arrest, Sumpter/Bemis 
1822 — assist fire dept., Estrada 
Also on this week’s log are 54 traffic stops. 


Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Dec. 9: 
0022 — property damage accident, Judd/Clark 
0604 — suspicious vehicle, 21000 bl. Fenster 
0644 — fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd. 
1220 — fire dept. assist, 26000 bl. Karr Rd. 
1417 — suspicious vehicle, 50000 bl. Willis Rd. 
1431 — fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Martinsville Rd. 
1602 — malicious destruction of property, 40000 bl. 
Harris Rd. 
1650 — family trouble, 41000 bl. Harris Rd. 
1723 — fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Martinsville Rd. 
1917 — warrant arrest pick up, out of township 
2036 — assist other agency, 47000 bl. Wear Rd. 
2141 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
Monday, Dec. 10: 
0238 — warrant arrest pick up, 51000 bl. Willis Rd. 
0332 — death investigation, 42000 bl. Harris Rd. 
0906 — warrant arrest pick up, out of township 
1128 — civil dispute, 24000 bl. Clark Rd. 
1152 — animal complaint, Sumpter/Oakville Waltz 
1217 — animal complaint, 29000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1412 — subpoena service, Timberlane Dr. 
1432 — subpoena service, 43000 bl. Harris Rd. 
1457 — property damage accident, 49000 bl. Willis 
1628 — assault, Rustic Ln. 
1647 — suspicious incident, Martinsville/Willow 
1938 — subpoena service, Timberlane Dr. 
1952 — death investigation, Birch 
Tuesday, Dec. 11: 
0559 — fire dept. assist, 24000 bl. Clark Rd. 
0616 — civil dispute, Hampshire 
0651 — 911 hang up, Hampshire 
1045 — assist other agency, 5700 bl. Oakville Waltz 
Rd. 
1344 — fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1538 — suspicious incident, 51000 bl. Willis Rd. 
2007 — well-being check, 19000 bl. Sharon Ct. 
2048 — warrant arrest pick up, Sumpter/Wear 
2313 — suspicious incident, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
Wednesday, Dec. 12: 
0238 — property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Rustic Ln. 
0640 — citizen assist, Rustic Ln. 
0714 — civil dispute, 28000 bl. Martinsville Rd. 
1106 — alarm, 44000 bl. Paris Dr. 
1307 — civil dispute, 40000 bl. Willis Rd. 
1505 — threats complaint, 23000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
1616 — fraud complaint, 25000 bl. Schrock Dr. 
1631 — civil dispute, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
1645 — suspicious incident, New Mexico 
Thursday, Dec. 13: 
1149 — fire dept. assist, 26000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
1236 — alarm, 19000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 
1443 — animal complaint, Martinsville/Willow 
1503 — animal complaint, 21000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 
1613 — reckless driver, Willis/California 
1629 — suspicious incident, 10000 bl. Rawsonville 
1821 —911 hangup, 44000 bl. Clay Rd. 
2144 — fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 


Friday, Dec. 14: 
0146 — 911 hang up, 51000 bl. Willis Rd. 
0555 — 911 hang up, 20000 bl. Karr Rd. 
0837 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1245 — abandoned vehicle, 51000 bl. Willis Rd. 
1318 — suspicious incident, 25000 bl. Martinsville 
1331 — animal complaint, 46000 bl. Kozma Rd. 
1807 — found property, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1931 — alarm, 28000 bl. Karr Rd. 
1957 — reckless driver, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
2047 — alarm, 29000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
2143 — juvenile complaint, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
2337 — traffic hazard, Rawsonville/Judd 
Saturday, Dec. 15: 
0305 — assist other agency, out of township 
1056 — civil dispute, 19000 bl. Sharon Ct. 
1726 — property damage accident, Oakville Waltz/ 
Sumpter 
2036 — 911 hang up, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
2352 — suspicious person, Willis/Sumpter 
Also on this week’s log are eight follow-up 
investigations, 31 miscellaneous details, 72 patrol 
checks, and 47 traffic stops. 


Court Watching: 
Belleville man charged 


with murder in Lansing 
parking lot shooting 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

Anthony Allen Harris, 21, of Belleville 
was arraigned Dec. 15 in 54-A District 
Court in Lansing on four charges in the 
shooting death of Gregory Allen Murray in 
Lansing. 

According to a Lansing Police 
Department press release, Magistrate 
Millmore arraigned Harris on a charge 
of homicide — open murder, carrying a 
concealed weapon, carrying a weapon with 
unlawful intent, and felony firearm. 

He was remanded to jail with no bond. 
His probable cause conference is set for 
1:30 p.m., Dec. 28, and his preliminary 
exam at 9:30 a.m., Jan. 3. 

Police were called to 3200 S. Washington 
in Lansing at 12:33 p.m., Dec. 12, and 
found Murray unconscious in the west 
rear parking lot of an apartment complex. 
Murray was given first aid, but was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 

Also, arrested was Emonee Marie Scott, 
20, of Lansing who was charged with 
accessory after the fact to a felony and 
lying to police officers in a violent crime 
investigation. She will be back in court at 
the same times as her co-defendant. 


Upcoming Meetings 


e Monday, Jan. 7 — Belleville City Council, 
7:30 p.m. 

e Tuesday, Jan. 8 — Van Buren Township Local 
Development Financing Authority meets at 
2 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop at 
6 p.m. and regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Area District Library Board, 7:30 
p.m. 

e Wednesday, Jan. 9 — Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m. 

e Thursday, Jan. 10 — Keystone Academy 
school board, 6 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township 
Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 

e Monday, Jan. 14 — Van Buren Township 
work/study session at 4 p.m. Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education organizational 
meeting, 7 p.m. 
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WW 


White Pine 
Your Smile Comes Firat! 


Affordable, Kind, and Convenient. 


Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville 
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com 


e Now Booking New Patients e 


Open Evenings and Weekends 
Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids 


WE’RE td MON.-FRI. 8AM-6PM, SAT. 8AM-NOON 


ANIMAL 


AMC: . 


A "VAN BUREN | 
E 


MEDICAL 


CENTER 


ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN 
Scott Driscoll, DVM Keri Dasher, DVM 
491 Sumpter Read, Belleville, MI 48111 


www.amcvanburen.com 


IS YOUR BUSINESS 


Get SERIOUS about your Security! 


for BOTH your Business & Home... 


e Remote Control-View-Playback 
e Email / Smartphone Alerts 

e PC / Mac Support 

e No monthly fees 


$1500 


Includes: 

e Installation 

e 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome) 
f ° 19” Monitor 

e DVR (2TB) 


innovative 


COMPUTERS 


Full-Service IT * Networks * Cameras 


Actual hardware may vary. 


=" A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995. 


Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing ° InnovativeComputers.net 
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Karlee Owen, right, was honored as winner of the Jingle Bell Run Logo Contest at the 
Nov. 26 meeting of the Van Buren Public Schools Board of Education. At left is Tab 
Pinter Davenport, a member of the board for the Van Buren Public Schools Education 
Foundation and one of the people in charge of the Jingle Bell Run. 


perspective 
——— a EYECARE 


Your FSA DOLLARS CAN BE USED FOR NEARLY ANY EYEWEAR 


EXPENSE, INCLUDING SECOND PAIRS AND SUNGLASSES. 
CoME IN OR CALL AND ASK ABOUT OUR DEALS! 


Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D. 
11824 Belleville Rd 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Don't forget 
to ask about 
discounts on 


734.699.1010 i 
second pairs!* 


perspectiveeyecare.com 


Find us on E} 


*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details. 
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GLENN SILVENIS 


www.MrSold.com 


CROSSROADS III 


418 Main Street 
Belleville, Michigan 48111 


email: mrsold@mrsold.com 


SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000 
Office (734) 699-4000 


COMMERCIAL SUBSCRIBER TO LOOPNET & COSTAR 


MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
TOALL 


DO NOT BE OVERCHARGED - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES - NO COMPLIANCE FEES - NO JUNK FEES 


| 47505 NORTH SHORE, VAN BUREN 

| LAKEFRONT BRICK RANCH Extra Wide 

| Lake Views 2 Large Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Natural 
| Fireplace, Seawall, Newer 70 foot x 10 foot Dock. 
2 1/2 Car Garage. A Most Prestigious North 
| Shore Address. $499,900 


4401 PARK RD, ANN ARBOR 

RARELY OFFERED SCIO TOWNSHIP Brick 

| Farm House Featuring Four Bedrooms, Two 
Baths, Enclosed Front Porch, Living Room, Din- 
ing Room, Attached Garage, Huge Basement on 
Large 1.4 Acre Parcel Complete with Outbuild- 
ings and Large Barn. Just Minutes From Down- 
town Ann Arbor. $329,900 


| RAWSONVILLE & JUDD 78 AC $390,000 
| TORREY 2.48 ACRES PERC & SURVEY $48,000 
VACANT RAWSONVILLE 2.6 AC $110,000 
| 44235 WEAR - TWO 2.6 AC Each $30,000 
| 46090 WEAR 1.09 AC BY PARK $19,500 
25817 SUMPTER 80X529 .97 AC $20,000 


FOR THE 


HOLIDAYS .,, 


42494 E HURON RIVER DR VAN BUREN 
OVER $125,000 OF 2018 IMPROVEMENTS 
194 FT LAKE FRONTAGE. 3 Bedroom 3 Bath 
Brick Home. Fireplace, Finished Basement, 
Garage, 1,050 SF Barn, Deck, Pool, Boat House- 
Docks-Seawall. $599,900 


DREAM WORKSHOP 


ey Sk = P. 

39863 WILLIS, SUMPTER TWP 
GRACED WITH NATURES TOUCH OF 
PRIVACY. 3 Large Bedroom 2 Full Bath Ranch 
featuring Master Suite with Master Bath, Spa- 
cious Kitchen leading to Dining Area. Hard- 
wood Floors,90+ Furnace and Deck PLUS A 
Master Craftsman Second Garage W/HEAT, AC 
& 220. JUST LISTED at $289,900 


49317 ARKONA 40.28 ACRES $180,000 
SHERWOOD 37.55 ACBY WEAR $250,000 
WILLOW ROAD 1.8 ACRES $25,000 
VACANT SUMPTER & WILLIS COMM & 
RESIDENTIAL ZONING 25 ACR $225,000 
28710 SUMPTER ROAD $10,000 


Æ SALES EVENT % 


IT’S THE MOST 
WONDERFUL TIME 
OF THE YEAR 


TO BUY. 


41903 S I-94 SERVICE DR, VAN BUREN 
TIMELESS QUALITY is Found. 7 Bedroom, 2 
Bathroom, 3 story Victorian Home. 3,083 square 
feet, basement, 2 fireplaces. 1,960 Sq Ft Carriage 
House with 4 bedrooms and 2 baths. 720 FEET 
LAKE FRONTAGE - 3.06 Acres $749,500 


HUGE GARAGE+ RV 


14711 HAGGERTY, VAN BUREN 
CUSTOM-BUILT EXECUTIVE HOME 3 
Large Bedrooms, 3 Baths & 3 Half Baths. Master 
Suite on First Floor w/jacuzzi tub, Granite 
Kitchen, High-end Appliances Full Fnished 
basement with Full Bath. 3 Car Garage + Room 
for an RV on 1.44 Acres Paved Street and One of 
the Finest Areas in the Township. $439,900 


SEVEN PARCELS VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 
ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS AND 
MARTINSVILLE. PRICED - $50,000 TO 
$60,000 EACH. BUILD YOUR DREAM 
KARR 5 ACRES SUMPTER TWP $35,000 
VACANT BOG ROAD .55 ACRES $17,900 


18 EXPLORER XLT 2018 ESCAPE SE 


HURRY DOWN FOR GREAT SAVINGS 
ON THE LAST OF THE 2018 MODELS! 


8133 LAKE CREST , YPSILANTI TWP 
IT’S QUALITY LIVING ON FORD LAKE. 
Immaculate 3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath, Family Room, 
Fireplace, Finished Basement, Wide Deck 
Overlooking Ford Lake. Improvements include 
Seawall, Dock and, Central Air. $329,900 


BELLEVILLE LAKE 


135 POTTER, BELLEVILLE 
BELLEVILLE LAKEFRONT HOME. 3 
Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, Huge living room, 
Dining area, Family room and More. Wide Lake 
Views from many Windows and Doorwall. 
Walkout lower level to Deck and Dock. A 
Dream property for The Skier, Boater or Fisher- 
man. Just listed at $319,900 


HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000 
SUMPTER EXETER TWP 8 ACRES $65,000) 
VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT” $70,000 
VACANT WEAR RD 5.28 ACRES $60,000 
MORTON TAYLOR 1.8 ACRES $40,000 
50435 BOG ROAD .55 ACRES $50,000 


13233 LAKE POINT, VAN BUREN 
AFFORDABLE LAKE LIVING. 2 Bedroom | & 
1/2 Bath Lakefront Condo. Walk Down to the 
Water from the Lakeside Deck to the Dock. Up- 
dating with Beautiful Hardwood Floors, Part 
Finished Basement and More. $119,900 


500E HURON RIVER DR, BELLEVILLE 

HIGHEST QUALITY BRICK COMMER- 
CIAL BUILDING IN THE CITY OF 
BELLEVILLE. Former Florist, Bakery and Cof- 
fee House. Potential for Franchise Opportunity 
and Immediate Occupancy. It’s QUALITY, PO- 
TENTIAL AND DESIGN! For Sale at $799,000 
or Lease at $5,000. Month Double Net. 


VACANT BOG ROAD 1.36 ACRES $30,000 §f 
VACANT BOG RD 12.83ACRES $129,000 
47441 MARTZ ROAD 17+ ACRES $99,500 
739 SAVAGE PAVED ST 1.02 ACRES $30,000 
45109 S SERVICEDR 2+ACRES $279,000 
GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 ACRES LT IN $72,000 


2018 FUSION SE 


we Quick Lane 


CHECK OUT OUR 


TIRE & AUTO CENTER 


2018 F150 SUPERGREW 2078 EDGE SEL 
XLT 4x4 


Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc. 


AWD 


2016 Fai SO 


GREW XLT 4x4 


9800 Belleville Rd. 


Belleville, MI 48111 www.atchinson.net 


